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Left:  Thirteen  Balmoral  Hall  students  went  to  New  York  to 
attend  the  National  High  School  Model  United  Nations  in 
April.  An  interesting  side-bar  to  the  trip  was  a  chance  meeting 
with  David  Letterman  at  the  Andy  Warhol  Exhibition  Mu- 
seum of  Modern  Art.  Here  Adrian  Hersak  poses  with  the  inter- 
national celebrity. 

Below:  The  group,  accompanied  by  Linda  Martin,  poses  with 
the  Ambassador  to  Mauritius  at  the  United  Nations.  (L-R) 
Seema  Joshi,  Andrea  Kohn,  Isha  Khan,  Patricia  Maia,  Maya 
Prabhu,  Mrs.  Martin,  Adrian  Hersak,  Shaista  Mohammadi, 
Mekhul  Ramgoolam,  and  Dani  Rice. 
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Boarding:  past,  present 
and  almost  perfect 

The  boarding  experience  provides  a  strong  and  affectionate  link  to  the  school 
that  spans  the  decades  from  its  beginnings  to  the  present.  The  buildings 
may  change,  but  the  spirit  of  family,  and  the  values  learned  in  boarding 
school,  remain  constant. 
E^very  student  has  a  story  that  is  unique  to  her  boarding  experience  and  circum- 
stances. In  this  issue  of  The  Portal,  graduates  'tell  it  like  it  was'  in  the  '50s  and  '60s, 
and  an  Assistant  Dean  describes  life  with  the  girls  of 'the  Res'  in  the  '80s.  Boarding 
students  are  often  immortalized  in  school  yearbooks,  as  in  the  poem  "Boarders," 
Vox  Fluminus,  1943:  "Riverbend  boarders  of  '42  and  '43,  industriously  work  in 
perfect  harmony. ..." 

Boarders  are  set  apart  from  day-girls.  This  fosters  a  sense  of  family  and 
community — a  closeness  to  the  school  not  easily  defined  that  generates  loyalty  and 
strong  feelings  of  attachment  and  responsibility  to  one  another.  Like  any  family, 
there  are  shortcomings  and  differences,  but  as  in  a  famUy  situation,  learning  to 
respect  the  viewpoint  of  others  is  a  valued  lesson  gained  in  these  maturing  years. 

Boarding  instills  a  range  of  values  beyond  those  learned  in  the  classroom — 
independence,  self-reliance,  tolerance  and  responsibility — as  basic  as  learning  to 
get  along  with  others,  as  difficult  as  disciplining  oneself  to  abide  by  a  set  of 
regulations. 

"Residence  is  my  home  away  from  home.  Although  we  aH  came  from  opposite  ends 
of  the  world,  we  are  able  to  live  and  co-operate  together  as  one  family.  We've  learned 
to  adapt  and  help  one  another,  and  in  the  process,  formed  some  very  precious  and 
special  friendships,"  says  Ju-Nee  Yeo,  a  Balmoral  HaU  boarder  from  Singapore. 

Women  from  Britain  have  unique  memories  of  the  years  spent  in  Canada  during 
World  War  II  when  many  independent  girls'  schools  in  Canada  opened  their  doors 
to  British  student  boarders.  Friendships  formed  during  the  war  years  at  Rupert's 
Land  and  Riverbend  have  endured.  Our  British  alumnae  held  a  reunion  in  1987  to 
re-establish  these  bonds. 

Rules  and  regulations  have  been  a  guiding  factor  over  the  years  in  building  the 
character  of  boarders  at  Balmoral  Hall  and  its  founding  schools,  and  they— like  the 
school  and  the  residence — have  changed  with  the  times.  Boarders  no  longer  dress 
for  dinner  or  attend  church  parade  on  Sunday;  gone  are  the  bunks. 

Today's  boarders  at  Balmored  HaU  enjoy  a  residence  that  is  among  the  finest  in 
Canada.  A  24-suite  apartment  building  totally  renovated  over  the  summer  of  1 987, 
provides  51  girls  with  a  spacious  apartment-style  home  on  the  picturesque  banks 
of  the  Assiniboine  River.  Seventeen  girls  from  the  Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet  School 
attend  the  school  from  other  provinces  and  the  United  States,  and  contribute 
energy  and  enthusiasm  to  "The  Res."  Boarders  agree  that,  however  fine  the 
building,  the  essence  of  boarding  is  the  fostering  of  life-long  friendships  through 
shared  experiences. 

Boarding  is  a  philosophy  of  independent  schools  that  enjoys  a  long  tradition — a 
commitment  to  education  in  the  fullest  sense,  responding  to  individual  needs  in  the 
academic  and  emotional  growth  of  the  whole  girl. 

Over  the  years  much  has  changed  at  Balmoral  Hall,  but  the  boarding  tradition — 
a  link  with  the  past — remains  a  vigorous  cind  vital  force  in  the  school. — EDB 
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Of  praising  and  panning 


Book  review  of 
personal  interest 

Your  book  review  in  the  fall /winter  is- 
sue of  The  Portal  is  most  interesting  to 
me.  I  would  like  to  purchase  a  copy  of 
Genealogy  in  Ontario,  Searching  the 
Records,  by  Brenda  Merriman.  Unfo- 
runately  I  do  not  have  the  price  or  the 
address  of  the  Ontario  Genealogical  So- 
ciety easily  available. 

My  father's  family  were  early  settlers 
in  Ontario  (not  U.  E.  L.)  and  I  have  a 
great  deal  of  information  I  would  like  to 
verity. 

I'm  enjoying  the  magazine  and  have 
fond  memories  of  the  "Grand  Reunion" 
a  couple  of  years  ago. 

Jane  (Nicholls)  Bym,  RB  '32, 
Virginia,  U.SJi. 

Ed.  Note:  Readers  who  are  interested  in 
Genealogy  in  Ontario,  Searching  the 
Records,  can  order  a  copy  from  the  On- 
tario Genealogical  Society,  40  Orchard 
View  Boulevard,  Ste.  253,  Toronto,  On- 
tario, M4R  1B9.  Please  send  $13.50  for 
the  book  and  $2.00  for  postage  and 
handling. 


Would  rank  as 
a  winner! 

What  a  magnificent  issue  of  The  Portal! 

I  am  so  proud  to  have  had  my  article 
appear  in  this  issue.  In  every  respect  it 
is  a  first  class  publication  and  you  are  to 
be  congratulated  for  its  development 
and  birth.  I  would  hope  that  funds  are 
available  for  you  to  enter  it  into  several 
competitions.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
would  rank  as  a  winner. 

As  an  alumna,  I  feel  the  magazine 


certainly  fulfils  it's  mandate  of  keeping 
me  abreast  of  not  only  school  activities 
and  plans  for  the  future,  but  that  all 
important  news  and  the  whereabouts  of 
my  classmates  and  others. 

Keep  up  the  good  work!  It's  a  master- 
piece. 

Joy  S.  McDiarmid  BH  '57 

A  good  read,  very 
informative 

Enjoy  T\\e  Portal  very  much  its  a  "good 
read."  very  informative.  Nice  to  see  the 
school  progressing  forward  in  leaps  and 
bounds.  I  wish  you  every  success. 

Cynthia  (Kilpatrick)  Eaton  BH  '79 


Congratulations 
on  quality 

I  was  pleased  to  receive  a  copy  of  The 
Portal  and  would  like  my  name  to  be 
placed  on  your  mailing  list  for  further 
issues.  If  you  let  me  know  the  subscrip- 
tion price  and  cost  of  air  mail.  I  will  be 
happy  to  send  you  my  cheque.  You  and 
your  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
quality  of  your  periodical,  and  particu- 
larly the  Crestlines  feature. 

Cynthia  (Roblir^  Brown  RLS  '35 

Wonderful  way  to 
keep  in  touch 

I  have  received  your  journal  The  Portal, 
it  is  tremendous  and  a  wonderful  way  to 
keep  in  touch. 

Margaret  Hanson,  Balmoral  Hall, 
(Grade  2,  1979-83) 


Unnecessarily 
glossy 

I  feel  bound  to  mention  that  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  all  alums  with  whom  I  have 
been  in  contact  is  that  they  feel  The 
Portal  is  an  unnecessarily  glossy,  over- 
expensive  publication  more  suited  to  a 
school  prospectus.  The  old  format  of 
Meliora  Petens  was  excellent  and  all 
that  is  required  of  an  alumnae  mail- 
ing— much  cheaper  to  produce  and  to 
mail.  The  consensus  of  opinion  was  that 
"smaller  is  better"  and  Crestlines  is  the 
most  important  feature  in  any  publica- 
tion, and  that  alumnae  funds  should  be 
put  to  better  use. 

Marianne  (Bwxuood)  Hollamby 
London,  U.K..  RLS,  '48 

Ed.  Note:  The  Portal  is  produced  twice  a 
year  by  Balmoral  Hall  School  to  replace 
the  Headmastefs  and  Alumnae  news- 
letters which  represented  five  mailings 
annually.  Annual  costs  for  The  Portal  are 
comparable  both  in  mailing  and  produc- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  special  issues, 
e.g..  Enriching  her  Tomorrows,  Fall/ 
Winter  1988. 

A  school  magazine.  The  Portal's  ma- 
date  is  to  serve  staff,  students,  alumnae, 
parents  and friends  of  Balmoral  Hall.  We 
are  pleased  to  report  thnt  The  Portal  has 
also  served  as  a  prospectus  and  promo- 
tional piece  for  the  school.  Meliora  Petens 
has  been  incorporated  into  the  publica- 
tion, and  Crestlines  continues  to  be  an 
important  and  popular  section  of  the 
alumnae  division. 
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Thursday's  Child:' 
i  pcrtrait  ct  service 


iitaiiaiHiili 

Agnes  (Richardson)  Benidickson 


By  Eilleen  D.  Burrows 

Agnes  Benedickson  has  re- 
ceived many  honours  in 
her  lifetime — a  Ufetime 
noted  for  outstanding 
achievements  and  a  dedi- 
cation to  helping  others. 
When  she  was  ap- 
proached for  a  profile  in 
The  Portal  it  was  her  childhood,  her 
years  at  Riverbend  School  and  her  love 
of  travel  that  dominated  the  conversa- 
tion. 

Agnes  McCausland  Richardson  was 
born  August  19,  1920  at  a  family  sum- 
mer home  near  Kingston,  Ontario.  At 
two  weeks  of  age  she  travelled  with  her 
mother  to  Toronto  where  they  stayed  at 
the  Queen's  Hotel,  the  present  location 
of  the  Royal  York.  A  short  time  later 
they  journeyed  by  train  from  Kingston 
to  Winnipeg  and  475  Wellington  Cres- 
cent which  was  home  until  her  mar- 
riage in  1947. 

When  asked  about  her  school  days 
Agnes  pays  tribute  to  Mrs.  Mabel 

Agnes  (RichardsonJ  Benidickson,  O.C., 
BA.,  LL.D.  attended  Riverbend  from 
1930  (grade  5)  until  graduating  inl937. 
President  of  the  Association  of  Canadian 
Clubs,  Agnes  was  installed  as  Chancel- 
lor of  Queen's  University  at  Kingston, 
Ontario,  on  October  24,  1980.  Mrs. 
Benidickson  was  the  first  woman  chan- 
cellor of  the  university. 


Gowan  who  operated  St.  Faith's,  a 
Kindergarten  and  primary  school,  in 
her  home  at  109  Kingsway. 

In  the  fall  of 1930  her  parents  enrolled 
Agnes  in  Riverbend  School  in  grade  5. 
Today,  recalling  her  teachers  and  the 
lasting  friendships  made  at  Riverbend, 
Agnes  agrees  this  was  a  good  decision. 
When  we  telephoned  to  ask  her  if  we 
might  do  a  profile,  she  said  that  by 
coincidence  she  had  just  applied  some 
silver  polish  to  her  Riverbend  School 
ring — in  readiness  for  two  small  grand- 
daughters. 

"Joan  M.  V.  Foster  was  our  first 
Headmistress — an  excellent  choice — 
but  I  was  terrified  of  her  in  grades  5  and 
6. 

"In  my  senior  years  I  had  much  more 
contact  with  Miss  J.  M.  Carter,  a  very 


capable  teacher.  I  have  often  been 
grateful  that  I  chose  to  join  her  German 
class.  I  continued  German  for  three 
years  at  university  and  it  served  me  well 
in  the  Red  Cross  in  which  I  served 
during  the  war." 

Agnes  graduated  from  Riverbend  as 
Head  Girl  in  1937.  and  in  1947,  married 
the  late  Senator  William  Moore  Beni- 
dickson, Member  of  Parliament  for  Ke- 
nora-Rainy  River.  They  travelled 
extensively  to  many  parts  of  the  world, 
but  some  of  the  fondest  memories  of 
travel  were  in  Canada:  "One  always  had 
to  get  on  or  off  the  train  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  in  places  such  as  Sioux 
Lookout,  Ignace  and  Atikokan  or  Fort 
Frances...."  She  has  two  sons  and  a 
daughter. 

Agnes  Benidickson  is  a  director  of 
James  Richardson  and  Sons  Limited 
and  of  several  trust  companies.  She  has 
a  long-standing  association  with 
Queen's  University.  A  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  since  1969,  she  be- 
came vice-chairman  in  1975  and 
served  for  three  years  as  chairman  of 
the  Queen's  Fund  Council.  In  1980  she 
was  installed  as  the  first  woman  and 
10th  Chancellor  of  Queen's  University, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  her  father, 
the  late  James  Armstrong  Richardson 
of  Winnipeg  who  was  Queen's  6th 
Chancellor. 

Honorary  degrees  have  been  be- 
stowed on  her  by  Queen's  and  by  the 
University  of  British  Columbia,  whose 
citation  read,  in  part,  "Agnes  Beni- 
dickson has  broad  interests  spanning 
the  social  and  health  services,  public 
affairs,  cultural  resources,  her  own 
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university  and  the  business  world.  She 
has  helped  to  build  and  strengthen  all 
those  agencies  and  institutions.  Her 
concern  has  always  focussed  on  the 
well-being  of  her  fellow  citizens  and  lent 
dignity  to  the  poor  and  disadvantaged. 
Her  singular  contribution  is  to  give 
prominence  to  that  greatly  valued  role 
of  the  volunteer  in  our  society."  A 
graduate  of  Queen's  (Arts  '41),  she  was 
also  honored  with  the  university's  pres- 
tigious J.  B.  Stirling  Montreal  Medal. 

Agnes  speaks  modestly  ofher  work  as 
a  volunteer;  she  is  known  to  have 
logged  many  miles  from  coast  to  coast 
and  overseas  while  serving  as  president 
of  the  Canadian  Council  on  Social 
Development  (formerly  the  Canadian 
Welfare  Council)  and  more  recently  as 
national  president  of  the  Association  of 
Canadian  Clubs.  A  memorable  experi- 
ence was  a  two-week  conference  in  Ma- 
dras, India,  and  a  meeting  with  Intema- 


Riuerbend  graduation,  June  1937.  The 
bouquets  were  tied  with  special  ribbon 
in  school  colours:  navy  blue  and  light 
blue,  as  in  the  school's  crests  and  ties. 


tional  Council  of  Wel- 
fare representatives 
in  Nairobi.  She 
served  as  co-chair  of 
the  conference  of  Vol- 
unteer Committees  of 
Art  Museums  of  the 
United  States  and 
Canada  held  in  Ot- 
tawa in  1982. 

In  1987  she  was 
invested  with  the 
Order  of  Canada  by 
Governor  General 
Jeanne  Sauve  in  rec- 
ognition of  outstand- 
ing service  and 
achievement. 

Agnes  Benidickson 
has  given  generously 
of  her  time  and  en- 
ergy as  honorary 
president  and  as  a  life 
member  of  numerous 
associations.  She  is 
currently  chair  of  a  fund  drive  being  un- 
dertaken by  the  Friends  of  the  National 
Gallery,  Ottawa.  As  a  member  of  the 
Honorary  Advisory  Council  for  the  Bal- 
moral Hall  Capital  Campaign  she  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  campaign  and 
of  the  School. 

Nothing  has  slowed  down  Agnes  Be- 
nidickson— her  present  schedule  keeps 
her  on  the  move  from  Ottawa  to 
Toronto,  or  Kingston,  or  Winnipeg,  and 
more  distant  places  when  she  can  find 
time  between  meetings.  She  loves  any 
kind  of  travel  whether  she  is  on  a  plane, 
on  a  train,  in  her  car  or  driving  her  20- 
year-old  outboard  on  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  where  she  spends  her  summers. 

"I  was  bom  on  a  Thursday  and,  when 
we  were  children,  we  had  an  illustration 
of  the  verse  'Monday's  ChUd  is  Fair  of 
Face.'  And  when  it  came  to  Thursday's 
Child  has  Far  to  Go, '  there  was  a  picture 
of  a  child  carrying  a  suitcase." 

From  her  Riverbend  beginnings, 
Agnes  Benedickson  has  indeed  gone  a 
long  way.  >*- 


Above:  Agnes  Benidickson  receives  the 
Order  of  Canada  from  Governor  General 
Jeanne  Sauve  in  1987.  Below:  On  the 
grounds  of  Riverbend,  Agnes 
Richardson,  Head  Girl  (front);  Lydia 
Klein,  Head  of  York  Hall  (middle)  mar- 
ried Donald  Engebretson.  She  lives  in 
Minneapolis  and  summers  at  Minaki; 
Betty  Newcombe.  (Barbara  Elizabeth) 
Sports  Captain,  (top)  married  Arthur  Hill 
and  lives  in  Sardis,  B.C. 


THE  PORTAL 


5 


Andrea  ^vced: 

7Cs  grad,  '8Cs  achiever 


Andrea  Louise  Wood 


By  Eilleen  D.  Burrows 


Andrea  Louise  Wood  is  a 
young  woman  who  set  her 
sights  on  a  professional 
career  early  in  life,  and  like 
many  young  women  of  the 
'80s,  followed  through. 
Class  notes  from  Optima 
Anni,  '79,  on  the  grade  12 
graduating  class:  "Andrea 
Wood. .  .off  to  the  University 
of  Toronto,  and  eventally  hopes  to  be  a 
lawyer— pity  the  defense!" 

Andrea  graduated  from  Balmoral 
Hall  in  1979  having  moved  with  her 
family  to  Winnipeg  in  her  grade  8  year. 
"My  father  was  employed  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  was  trans- 
ferred from  city  to  city  every  few  years. 
Although  some  of  the  moves  were  very 
disruptive — and,  interestingly,  the  one 
that  was  the  most  disruptive  to  me  was 
the  one  back  to  Winnipeg  at  the  time  I 
began  attending  Balmoral  Hall — for  the 
most  part  I  think  the  moves  were  bene- 
ficial. They  taught  me  to  adapt  to  new 
and  different  situations  and  gave  me 
exposure  to  different  kinds  of  people." 

Andrea  moved  to  Winnipeg  for  the 
first  time  at  the  age  of  two.  Her  educa- 
tion began  in  Winnipeg  with  her  enroll- 
ment in  French  nursery  schools.  Kin- 
dergartens and  elementary  schools, 
and.  later.  Ecole  du  Sacre  Coeur. 

More  memorable  was  the  bilingual 
program  pioneered  by  York  House. 
Vancouver,  a  school  she  attended  for  a 
short  time  when  she  was  seven,  and  the 
University  of  Toronto  School  in  which 
she  struggled  to  maintain  a  high  stan- 


dard. "My  parents  moved  back  to  Win- 
nipeg half  way  through  my  grade  7  year 
and  concluded  that  I  should  stay  in 
Toronto  to  finish  off  the  school  year.  I 
boarded  with  the  parents  of  a  friend;  I 
had  complete  independence  and  jetted 
to  and  from  Winnipeg  for  the  weekends. 
It  was  a  very  exciting  time.  Needless-to- 
say,  upon  my  return  to  Winnipeg,  my 
feet  were  pulled  firmly  back  to  the 
ground.  I  chose  to  study  at  Balmoral 
Hall  because  the  small  classes  would 
present  a  challenge." 
The  challenge,  according  to  Optima 


Hall  was  academically-oriented:  she 
played  on  several  teams  including  the 
volleyball,  basketball  and  badminton 
teams,  and  represented  Balmoral  Hall 
in  the  University  of  Waterloo  math  com- 
petition. 

Following  graduation,  Andrea  en- 
tered Trinity  College,  University  of 
Toronto  and  completed  her  B.A,  in 
1982.  She  moved  to  Osgoode  Hall  Law 
School  at  York  University  where  she 
obtained  an  LL.B.  in  1985.  A  year  of 
articling  followed  with  a  large  Toronto 
law  firm.  Blake.  Cassels  &  Graydon.  In 


A  role  model  for  achievement-oriented  young 
women,  Andrea  Wood  fondly  remembers  that 
teachers  at  Balmoral  Hall  made  a  special  effort  to 
challenge  her. 


Anni,  was  Andrea:  'Andrea gained  noto- 
riety because  of  her  insistence  on  rat- 
tlir^  off  stinging  questions  during  Eng- 
lish orals.  Happy  was  the  girl  who  pre- 
sented her  thesis  the  day  that  Andrea 
had  the  flu!  Andrea's  four-year  stay  at 
Balmoral  was  characterized  by  a  con- 
flict between  what  she  should  do  and 
what  she  will  do. " 

"I  didn't  make  many  friends  at  Bal- 
moral my  first  year — I  was  advanced  a 
grade  and  was  sufilciently  arrogant 
about  the  whole  situation  to  alienate 
most  of  my  grade  8  former  classmates 
and  to  threaten  most  of  the  grade  9s." 

In  1979,  Andrea  graduated  from  Bal- 
moral Hall  with  the  prestigious  E.  L. 
Drewry  Scholarship  for  Highest  Stand- 
ing in  Grade  12  and  the  Headmaster's 
Prize  for  Highest  Standing  in  Grade  12 
English.  Not  all  her  time  at  Balmoral 


1986  she  moved  to  London,  England,  to 
complete  a  Master  of  Law  degree  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics  and  Politi- 
cal Science. 

It  was  in  England  that  Andrea  was 
offered  a  job  as  a  journalist  by  Euro- 
money  Publications  which  had  pub- 
lished her  thesis  on  the  U.  K.'s  "Big 
Bang"  legislation,  the  legislative  and 
policy  changes  which  occurred  when 
London  deregulated  its  financial  mar- 
kets. 

Although  she  decided  against  a  jour- 
nalism career,  she  continued  to  write 
articles  for  the  Internationa?  Financial 
Law  Review,  (IFLR).  On  returning  to 
Toronto,  Eraser  &  Beatty.  a  prestigious 
Bay  Street  firm,  approached  her  with  a 
position  in  their  banking  department,  "I 
was  delighted  to  accept."  She  was 
admitted  to  the  Ontario  bar  in  1988. 
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The  law  profession  has  long  been 
considered  a  male  preserve — as  re- 
cently as  the  '60s,  female  students 
comprised  only  1 0  percent  of  law  school 
classes,  with  the  trend  toward  a  larger 
proportion  of  females  steadily  rising.  By 
the  time  Andrea  Wood  reached  law 
school,  the  percentage  at  Osgoode  Hall 
was  an  even  50-50,  making  a  dramatic 
impact  on  the  legal  profession. 

We  asked  Andrea  how  this 
increase  in  female  lawyers  is 
viewed  by  male  members  of  the 
profession.  "I  have  never  seen 
any  overt  discrimination,  nor 
have  I  been  subjected  to  dis- 
crimination— that  1  am  aware 
of.  It  was  not  a  factor  in  my 
interview.  That's  not  to  say  it 
doesn't  exist. 

This  is  a  profession  that  is 
very  much  bottom-line  ori- 
ented. It  is  possible  that  some 
firms  take  into  account  that  it 
is  more  expensive  to  employ  a 
woman  who  may  take  time  off 
to  have  a  family.  Because 
women  take  maternity  leave, 
they  are  not  able  to  bill  the 
same  number  of  hours.  It  is  the 
women  who  have  to  make 
these  compromises.  Attitudes 
are  changing — some  firms  are 
introducing  part-time  hours  in 
some  fields,  enabling  a  woman 
to  continue  to  practice  law 
while  raising  a  family."  About 
15  percent  of  the  partners  in 
the  firm  of  Fraser  &  Beatty  are 
women,  a  percentage  that 
could  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  women  coming 
out  of  law  school. 

Andrea  is  using  her  consid- 
erable skills  in  the  banking  de- 
partment of  Fraser  &  Beatty 
where  her  clients  are  mainly 
banking  firms  and  corporate 
clients  who  are  dealing  with 
banks.  She  continues  to  hone 


her  journalistic  skills  by  editing  the 
"Recent  Developments"  section  of  a 
Carswell  publication  called  the  Cana- 
dian Banking  Law  Newsletter  and  by 

Andrea  Wood  (top)  with  her  friends  and 
classmates,  Sheena  Sharp  (right).  Pam 
Stevens  (left),  and  Wendy  Thompson 
(front)  in  1979. 


writing  for  the  International  Financial 
Law  Review. 

A  role  model  for  achievement-ori- 
ented young  women.  Andrea  fondly  re- 
members that  the  teachers  at  Balmoral 
Hall  made  a  special  effort  to  challenge 
her.  "I  am  very  grateful  to  Mrs.  Harper, 
Madame  Dammerman  (who  let  me  in- 
struct several  classes  and  read  French 
novels  to  the  class),  Mrs.  Sharpe,  Mrs. 
Moenig,  and  Mrs.  Cantlie,  to 
name  a  few.  Once  settled  in 
grade  9,  I  had  a  great  experi- 
ence at  Balmorcil  Hall.  Mr. 
Russell,  who  I  think  was  a 
wonderful  Headmaster,  had 
humour  and  kindness  but  also 
ruled  with  a  strong  hand.  It 
was  a  fun  time,  particularly 
after  we  had  discovered  the 
boys  at  St.  Pauls!" 

"While  I  loved  the  'big  city'  life 
when  I  was  in  school  in 
Toronto,  many  of  my  friends 
are  people  whom  I  met  at  Bal- 
moral— we  keep  in  touch  with 
each  other,  and  other  Win- 
nipeggers.  Balmoral  made  me 
feel  a  part  of  a  very  warm  com- 
munity." 

Ten  years  later,  fluently  bi- 
lingucd,  active  in  sports  and 
with  career  goals  firmly  in 
place,  Andrea  Louise  Wood 
possesses  all  the  attributes  of 
today's  young  professional — 
Optima  Anni  notwithstanding. 
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Trekking  to  Ottawa,  the  UN;  medal 
sweep,  and  on-campus  capers 

A  capital  experience 


By  Heather  Owen 


During  the  week  of  April  15-22  I 
was  given  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending "Forum  for  Young  Ca- 
nadians" in  Ottawa  for  the 
fourth  and  final  session  of  the 
year.  I  first  heard  of  Forum  through 
Andrea  Oberdieck,  '88,  who  attended 
last  year.  I,  like  her,  found  it  to  be  a 
wonderful  experience. 

One  hundred  and  forty  students, 
ranging  from  unilingual  Francophones 
to  Inuit  from  the  Northwest  Territories, 
were  selected  from  all  over  Canada, 
creating  an  incredible  melting  pot  of 
cultures.  As  students,  we  followed  a 
posted  schedule  from  6:30  a.m.  wake- 
up  to  12:00  bed  checks.  In  between 
these  long  hours  we  went  through  one 
of  the  best  educational  experiences  in 
Canada. 

Most  morning  sessions  consisted  of 
listening  to  speakers,  such  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  deputy  minister  or 
an  ambassador,  discuss  their  positions 
in  government,.  The  role  of  the  media 
was  also  a  topic  of  discussion.  Some  af- 
ternoons the  students  created  simula- 
tions of  the  House  of  Commons  and 
federal-provincial  conferences. 

Other  afternoons  we  visited  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Elections  Canada,  and 
attended  a  session  of  Question  Period 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  stu- 
dents of  Forum  are  the  only  group  in 
Canada  allowed  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  Senate — 
the  latter  a  privilege  not  given  even  to 
the  Prime  Minister.  On  a  visit  to  Rideau 


Hall,  the  residence  of  the  Governor 
General,  we  had  a  chance  meeting  with 
Her  Excellency,  The  Right  Honorable 
Jeanne  Sauve,  which  was  a  great  privi- 
lege. 

Though  the  food  was  not  noteworthy, 
memorable  occasions  included  a  lunch 
which  senators  attended, 
and  a  dinner  to  which  each 
student's  member  of  parlia- 
ment was  invited.  Dorothy 
Dobbie  attended  as  my 
guest.  A  graduation  dinner 
was  held  at  the  National  Arts 
Council  to  close  the  week. 

The  week's  activities  cre- 
ated an  environment  in 
which  each  student  gave 
something  of  himself  or  her- 
self, and  in  return  left  Forum 
more  knowledgeable  regard- 
ing functions  of  government 


and  the  people  who  make  a  difference  in 
government's  day-to-day  effect  on  our 
lives.  As  today's  youth,  and  the  leaders 
of  tomorrow,  we  must  carry  on  the  tra- 
dition and  the  responsibility  of  making 
a  difference. 

My  counsellor  described  Forum  as 
"seeds  planted  in  the  hearts  of  those 
young  people  who  participated.  If  they 
are  allowed  to  bloom  through  nurturing 
and  care,  they  form  the  flowers  of  all  our 
future." 

The  effect  Forum  For  Young  Canadi- 
ans has  on  the  lives  of  its  students  can 
only  be  understood  by  those  who  par- 
ticipated. It  made  all  of  us  just  a  little 
prouder  to  be  Canadian.  I  can  honestly 
say  that  it  hais  been  an  experience  I 
shall  never  forget  and  I  am  grateful  to 
the  school  for  this  opportunity.  >*• 


Above:  Heather  sits  in  the  Speakefs 
Chair,  House  of  Commons.  Below:  A 
chance  meeting  with  Governor  General 
Sauve  at  Government  House. 


8 


THE  PORTAL 


New  York!  New  York! 
Students  simulate  UN  sessions 


By  Natalya  Koth  and 
Tracy  Kurz 


On  April  2,  13  students  from  the 
senior  school  accompanied  by 
the  Linda  Martin  family  de- 
parted from  Winnipeg  Airport 
at  6: 1 5  a.m. — destination:  New 
York.  Why  anyone  would  find  them- 
selves at  the  airport  that  early  in  the 
morning  is  for  many  inconceivable,  but 
for  this  group,  it  was  the  beginning  of  an 
experience  not  to  be  forgotten.  Our 
luggage,  we  soon  discovered,  was  left 
rotating  on  a  conveyor  belt  in  Toronto. 
Nonetheless,  we  ventured  into  the  Big 
Apple  to  take  part  in  the  National  High 
School  Model  United  Nations 
(NHSMUN),  and  to  participate  in  the 
Lincoln-Douglas   debates   held  at 


The  Balmora  Hall  'delegation''  to  the 
United  Nations  pauses  in  Central  Park, 
New  York  City  for  a  quick  Portal  jlick. 


Klngswood-Oxford  school  in  Connecti- 
cut. 

NHSMUN  is  a  simulation  of  the 
United  Nations  in  which  students  from 
all  over  the  world  act  the  role  of  dele- 
gates representing  the  individual  coun- 
tries at  the  United  Nations.  As  well,  a 
group  of  students  took  the  role  of  the 
press  corps,  covering  all  the  news  that 
happened  at  NHSMUN. 

Nine  of  our  girls  represented  the 
country  of  Mauritius.  Each  girl  pre- 
pared a  brief  in  her  particular  field, 
representing  her  country's  best  inter- 
ests. These  girls  were  Mekhul 
Ramgoolam.  Patricia  Maia.  Maya 
Prabhu.  Adrian  Hersak.  Isha  Khan. 
Seema  Joshi.  Andrea  Kohn,  and 
Shaista  Mohammadi. 

AlexBuechel,  Amy  Johnson,  Natalya 
Koth  and  Tracy  Kurz  prepared  briefs  on 
certain  political  alliances  and  voting 
patterns  so  that  they  would  be  able  to 
cover  their  stories  as  informed  journal- 
ists. 

The  conference  took  place  from  April 


5-8,  with  opening  and  closing  ceremo- 
nies taking  place  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  United  Nations.  The  closing 
ceremonies  consisted  of  final  voting  on 
all  resolutions  brought  forth  at  the 
conference,  as  well  as  an  awards  cere- 
mony and,  finally,  the  dissolution  of  the 
1989  session  of  NHSMUN. 

Besides  the  thrill  of  sitting  in  the 
desks  at  the  United  Nations  at  the 
NHSMUN  conference,  we  took  in  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  New  York  City: 
Central  Park,  Fifth  Avenue,  The  World 
Trade  Centre,  the  shops  at  Sea  Port, 
Pier  18  and,  of  course,  the  Statue  of 
Liberty.  There  were  many  interesting 
twists  and  turns  which  made  this  trip  a 
memorable  experience,  including 
meeting  David  Letterman  unexpectedly 
at  the  Andy  Warhol  exhibit  in  the 
Museum  of  Modem  Art.  Unfortunately 
our  schedule  did  not  permit  us  to  'do 
lunch.' 

After  our  first  New  York  cab  ride,  we 
said  "never  again!" 

The  cultural  experience  itself  (we 
witnessed  a  real  New  York  arrest!)  was 
enough  to  make  one  take  a  step  back 
and  look  at  life  a  little  differently.  High- 
lights Included  seeing  'Cats'  on  Broad- 
way and  a  street  jazz  band  in  Times 
Square,  which  has  a  wonderful  atmos- 
phere. 

Leaving  New  York,  we  took  the  Am- 
trak  train  to  West  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut to  take  part  in  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
debates  at  Kingswood -Oxford  School. 
The  team  experienced  a  new  style  of 
public  speaking  as  they  did  cross  ex- 
amination, impromptu  speaking,  and 
the  triple-speak  speech.  Nevertheless, 
all  the  girls  did  extremely  well.  Al- 
though things  such  as  sleep  and  nor- 
mal food  were  not  a  big  part  of  this  trip, 
it  was  a  fabulous  learning  experience 
which  none  of  us  will  ever  forget.  *^ 
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Science  students  sweep 
symposium 


Balmoral  Hall  students  swept  the 
awards  at  the  Manitoba  Schools 
Science  83011  posium  held  at  The 
University  of  Winnipeg  April  30. 
In  addition  to  a  number  of  medal 
winners,  students  received  spe- 
cial awards  in  three  categories. 

Winning  gold  medals  at  the  interme- 
diate level  (grades  4-6)  were  Nicole  Auty 
and  Shannon  Carson.  Silver  medal- 
lists, intermediate,  were  Claire  Boase, 
Janet  Ip,  Rebecca  Lechman,  Jessica 
Njegovan  and  Kalyna  Zazelenchuk. 
Rebecca  Teskey  took  the  bronze. 

Special  awards  were  won  by  Nicole 
Auty,  grade  5,  from  the  Manitoba  Mete- 
orological and  Oceanographic  Society 
of  Canada, intermediate  level.  Shan- 
non Carson,  grade  6,  won  the  Wildlife 
Conservation  Award  for  the  best  project 
based  on  wildlife  conservation. 

Senior  School  (grades  7-9)  showed  a 
strong  standing  with  topics  ranging 
from  physics — "Light  Waves  and  Opti- 
cal Illusions" —  to  animal  biology — 


"Can  a  Cat  Suckle  a  Dog?"  Winners 
included  a  gold  medal  for  Kirsi 
Martins's  "ED — ^A Solution  to  Drought." 

Silver  medals  were  presented  to  Jane 
Nasser-Sharif,  Dana  McGillivray, 
Jolene  Harvey,  Michelle  Clarke,  Sarah 
Hilderman,  Jennifer  Milner  and  Paula 
Wiebe,  while  Geetika  Verma,  Heulwen 
Jones  and  Louise  Coyle  shared  in 
bronze  medals. 

Heulwen  Jones  received  two  special 
awards:  first  place  in  the  Earth  Science 
Quiz  and  third  place  in  the  Chemistry 
Quiz.  Jennifer  Milner  also  received  a 
special  award,  third  place,  in  the  Hu- 
man Biology  Quiz.  >*- 


Coming  home  with  medals  and  special 
awards  won  at  the  Manitoba  Science 
Symosium  April  30  were:  Rebecca 
Teskey,  Kalyna  Zazelenchuk,  Janet  Ip, 
Jessica  Njegovan,  Rebecca  Lechman, 
Nicole  Auty  and  Shannon  Carson.  Miss- 
ing from  photo  is  Claire  Boase. 


Girls  take  gold  at 
science  fair 

Grade  9  students,  Dana 
McGillvray  and  Jane  Nasser- 
Sharif,  each  won  a  gold  medal  at 
their  grade  level  for  their  projects 
in  the  Science  Fair  at  Tec  Voc  School 
hosted  by  Winnipeg  School  Division  #1 
and  open  to  all  Winnipeg  secondary 
and  private  schools. 

Dana's  project  was  the  relation  of 
aluminum  and  Alzheimer's  disease. 
Jane's  project  was  electro-magnetism 
and  Drosophila.  Jane  also  won  the 
communication  award,  open  to  all 
grade  9s,  for  excellence  in  presentation 
and  communicating  the  project  infor- 
mation. 


Louise  Coyle,  grade  8,  won  the  En- 
ergy Conservation  week  contest  with 
her  essay  "Act  Today  for  our  World 
Tomorrow." 


Janet  Ip,  a  grade  5  student,  won  the 
Shrine  Circus  Poetry  &  Prose  Contest. 

Perspicuous 
persuasion 

Maya  Prabhu,  grade  1 1 ,  holds  the 
World  title  for  the  power  of  per- 
suasion— a  title  she  won  at  the 
World  Debating  and  Public 
Speaking  Championship  in  England  in 
May.  One  of  several  students  repre- 
senting Canada,  Maya  capped  a  week  of 
public  speaking  by  taking  the  World 
title  for  the  'Persuasive'  category.  The 
championships  were  held  in  Reading 
Blue  Coat  School  and  Queen  Anne's 
School,  Reading,  U.K. 

Maya  won  the  right  to  participate  in 
the  World  Championship  by  winning  a 
place  on  the  Canadian  Team  at  the 
International  Independent  Schools 
Public  Speaking  Championships  in 
Montreal  in  October  1988. 
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Choirs  sing  to  success 

Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Phyllis  Ilvasky,  the  grade  6  class  won  the  School 
Classroom  Choir  Award,  and  the  Peter  Logan  Memorial  Trophy  for  the  most 
outstanding  performance  by  a  school  classroom  choir,  grades  4-6,  at  the 
Manitoba  Music  Festival. 
The  grade  1-3  choir  placed  second  and  the  grade  4-6  choir  placed  third  in  their 
categories. 


NOTICE 


BALMORAL  HALL 
ALUMNAE 
ASSOCIATION 

THURSDA  Y,  SEPTEMBER  21,1989 
5:00  p.m. 

St.  CharlesCoiinfr/Club 


''Come  9-[ome 
to  9s/[anitoba  " 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MANITOBA 

Second  Annual 
Homecoming 

Saturday, 
September  23,  1989 

Events  include: 

•  Homecoming  Brunch 
•  Complimentary  Workout 
•  Campus  Tours 

•  Reception 
•  Dinner  &  Dance 

For  further  information  contact 
University  of  Manitoba 
Alumni  Association 
180  Dafoe  Road 
R3T  2N2 

Telephone  (204)  474-9946 
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Chariots  of  Fire 


Friendly  (for  the  most  part!)  com- 
petitors and  a  crisp,  sunny  Mani- 
toba day  were  a  winning  combi- 
nation to  kick  off  the  first  Festival 
Riviere  winter  carnival  at  Bal- 
moral on  February  1 2. 
While  the  less  hardy  converged  on  the 
Auxiliary's  hot  chocolate  and  chili  tent, 
members  of  the  staff  and  the  Board  of 
Governors  went  toe-to-toe  in  the  open- 
ing Tug  o'  War,  followed  by  the  'old  girls' 
versus  students. 

Ice  sculpting,  snow-shoe  races,  to- 
bogganing, boot  hockey  and  family 
skating,  a  treasure  hunt,  and  horse- 
and-sleigh  rides  on  the  Assiniboine 
River  kept  the  afternoon  moving  at  a 
quick  pace.  Student  MC  Mekhul 
Ramgoolam  announced  the  events.  A 
maple  'sugaring-off  appealed  to  kids  of 
all  ages. 

The  highlight  of  Festival  Riviere, 
which  attracted  an  attendance  of  over 
500  parents,  students  and  friends,  was 
the  chariot  race — described  as  'any 
sleigh  or  wheeled-vehicle  pulled  by  four 
people. 'The  cup  for  the  winning  chariot 
was  won  by  the  teaching  staff,  with  stiff 
competition  from  The  Bord,'  a  Roman 
chariot  manned  by  members  of  the 
Board  of  Governors. 


¥  ? 
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Founders'  Day  reception 
recalls  roots 


The  60th  anniversary  of  Riv- 
erbend  School,  founded  in 
1929  and  later  amalgamated 
with  Rupert's  Land  School  to 
form  Balmoral  Hall,  was  ac- 
knowledged at  a  Founders'  Day 
reception  at  Aiklns  House  in  April. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 
the  Alumnae  Board,  alumnae  and 
guests  raised  their  glasses  in  a  toast  to 
Sir  James  Aikins  who  donated  the 
property  and  buildings  known  as  Riv- 
erbend-Langside. 

On  hand  to  commemorate  this  his- 
toric date  in  the  School's  history  were  a 
number  of  Riverbend  alumnae  who 
enjoyed  reminiscing  with  school  chums 
and  perusing  school  yearbooks  and 
photos;  a  Riverbend  blazer,  modeled  by 
Elaine  (Mclnnes)  Finnbogason,  '49, 
rekindled  pleasant  memories  for  the 
Riverbend  former  students. 


Top:  Dorothy  Geirie  chats  with  Eliza- 
beth (Neal)  Tisdale.  Right:  Ruby  (Beni- 
dickson)  Ashdown  and  Dossie 
(MacLean)  Harrison  reminisce.  Below: 
Elaine  models  Riverbend  blazer. 


13 


mm 


Appreciative  audience  chilled 
by  'The  Children's  Hour' 


The  grade  12  Drama  Club,  under 
the  direction  of  Ms.  Lynne  Ax- 
worthy presented  Lillian 
Hellman's  The  Children's  Hour' 
as  their  1989  production. 
The  Children's  Hour'  is  a 
chilling  story  of  two  schoolgirls  whose 
malicious  rumour  destroys  the  reputa- 
tions and  the  livelihood  of  two  teachers 
and  dramatizes  the  powerlessness  to 
prove  one's  innocence  when  accused 
unjustly  and  unfairly. 

The  student-produced  drama  is  the 
continuance  of  a  new  tradition  of  non- 
musical  drama  at  Balmoral  Hall,  which 
began  with  the  1988  graduating  class 
production  of  The  Crucible.'  *^ 


Top:  Rosalie  Wells  played  by  Alexis 
Hooker  confronts  Danielle  Lemiewc  as 
Mary  with  the  truth.  Centre:  Paige  Glen 
as  Mrs.  Tilford  and  Danielle  Lemiewc  as 
Mary  in  a  tense,  emotional  scene  as 
Mary  blurts  out  her  accusation.  Bottom 
Right:  Wright-Dobie  School  Jor  Girls,  a 
scene  from  The  Children's  How.  Below: 
Heather  Owen  as  Martha  Dobbie, 
Mekhul  Ramgoolam  as  Karen  Wright 
and  Jock  Martin  as  Dr.  Joseph  Cardin 
realize  the  cruelty  of  a  rumour. 
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Top:  Martha  Dobbie,  played  by  Heather 
Owen,  is  consoled  by  Dr.  Joseph  Cardin, 
played  by  Jock  Martin.  Above:  Heather 
Owen  as  Martha  Dobbie  has  a  critical 
discussion  with  Patricia  Maia  as  Mrs. 
Lily  Mortar. 


BALMORAL    HALL    ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 


cordially  invite<s 
all  alumnae  to  the 


ecofld  Annual  Alumnae  Dinner 

Thursdaj,  September  21, 1989 


The  Reception  and  Dinner  will  be  held  at  the 
St.  Charles  Country  Club 

Relax  and  dine  surrounded  by  autumn  colours, 
and  enjoy  the  first  in  a  series  of  first-class  speakers  on 
'Women  in  Today's  World'' 

Join  the  celebrating  classes  of 
'39,  '49,  '54,  '59,  '64,  '69  and  '79 

All  alumnae  of 
Havergal,  Rupert's  Land,  Riverbend  and  Balmoral  Hall 
are  cordially  invited 

Invitations  will  be  sent  to 
Manitoba,  and  Northwestern  Ontario 
and  the  celebrating  years 


Eilleen  D.  Burrows 
Director  of  Development  and  Alumnae 
(204)  786-8740 
Chair:  Nancy  (Flintoft)  Meronek 
Alumnae  President:  Louise  Nebbs 
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By  Eilleen  D.  Burrows 


m    ■      iss  Manners  would  cer- 
B  A      tainly  have  approved  of 
the  housemothers  at  Bal- 
j^^^H     moral  HaU.  The  genteel 
l^B  ^1    environment  they  achiev- 
/  V  ed  through  regimentation 

/  W  ^1  and  a  set  of  no-nonsense 
/    T  rules,  as  they  strived  to 

/  mold  the  young  ladies  in 

their  care,  would  have 
scored  high  in  Miss  Manners's  book — 
the  contemporary  arbiter  of  etiquette 
and  good  taste.  Even  the  legendary 
'pink  chair, '  where  one  awaited  discipli- 
nary action,  bespeaks  a  certain  firm 
gentility. 

There  was,  as  well,  a  sense  of  order- 
liness. "We  dressed  for  dinner  every 
evening,  and  lined-up  to  proceed  to  the 
dining  room  in  an  orderly  fashion,"  re- 
calls Carole  Ann  Cory.  "Walking  to 
church  in  pairs  on  Sundays,  we  dis- 
played the  utmost  decorum — undoubt- 
edly influenced  by  the  hours  spent  on 
the  pink  chair." 

The  dining  hall  provides  other  memo- 
ries— most  tangible  is  the  'diet  table' 
designated  for  those  boarders  deemed 


Grads  pose  on  the  grand  front  stair  case 
ofAikins  House  at  the  1955  graduation. 


16 


THE  PORTAL 


by  Miss  Gwen  Murrell-Wright  to  qual- 
ify. Meticulous  about  detail.  Miss  Mur- 
rell-Wright insisted  on  a  "weigh-in"  ev- 
ery Sunday  night.  The  scales  were  stra- 
tegically placed  outside  her  suite. 

The  Red  House,  which  was  situated 
on  campus,  was  still  in  use  in  the  late 
'50s.  Ditte  Lanslq^  remembers  sitting  in 
the  front  room  on  Sunday  afternoons 
writing  mandatory  letters  to  her  par- 
ents. "When  the  Red  House  was  slated 
to  be  demolished,  all  the  students  were 
invited  to  crayon  on  the  walls!  We 


our  return  Sunday."  Visits  home  by 
full-time  boarders  were  allowed  at 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  Easter 
when  the  Balmoral  Hall  student  would 
be  appropriately  attired  for  plane  or 
train  travel,  with  hats  and  white  gloves 
in  place — a  marked  contrast  to  today's 
jean-clad  student  traveller! 

And  there  were  other  pleasant  diver- 
sions. Carole  Ann  recalls  the  code  with 
Alec,  the  caretaker,  who  during  his 
rounds  would  check  to  see  if  Miss 
McMillan  had  retired  for  the  night.  "If 


Meticulous  about  detail,  Miss  Murrell- 
Wright  insisted  on  a  'weigh-in '  every  Sunday 
night.  The  scales  were  strategically  placed  out- 
side her  suite.  ?9 


thought  this  was  a  wonderful  opportu- 
nity, and  eagerly  participated  in  an 
uninhibited  colouring  spree." 

Sundays  were  as  highly-structured 
as  school  days  and  the  trek  to  church  in 
demure  twosomes  was  fertile  ground 
for  imaginative  and  active  minds — 
many  chose  the  church  for  their  weekly 
dose  of  religion  based  on  the  weather 
and  how  far  they  felt  like  walking  that 
day!  "The  exception  was  Deirdre 
Malone's  confirmation  at  St.  Luke's," 
notes  Ditte.  "We  attended  en  masse, 
shepherded  of  course  by  our  house- 
mothers— Mrs.  Elliot,  Miss  McMillan, 
Miss  Bewell,  Mrs.  Tessa  Evans  (who 
now  lives  in  Wales),  and  Helga 
Cohlmorgen." 

While  fuU  boarders  lived  within  a 
strict  set  of  rules,  weekly  boarders 
abided  by  an  unwritten  "weekly  board- 
ers' rite.' According  to  Linda  Leach,  "We 
went  home  on  Friday  night  with  two 
suitcases — one  full  of  laundry  and  an 
empty  one  to  be  filled  with  real  food  on 


the  coast  was  clear  Alec  would  knock 
once  on  our  doors  and  we  would  turn  on 
our  lights  to  read  or  gossip."  Linda 
remembers  "sunbathing  on  the  White 
House  third-floor  balcony;  boys  sitting 
on  the  steps  at  Aikins  House;  and  Alec, 
with  his  cap  and  wonderful  old  bike, 
and  his  storage  shed  where  many  had 
their  first  smoke,  following  behind  Mr. 
Williams,  the  night  watchman." 

Since  boarders  were  not  allowed  off 
the  school  grounds,  except  for  specific 
times  on  weekends,  school  dances  were 
eagerly  and  longingly  awaited.  "Miss 
Murrell-Wright  insisted  that  each  girl 
have  an  escort,  whether  or  not  she 
knew  anyone  to  ask,"  recalls  Carole 
Ann.  This  could  have  posed  a  problem 


Right:  Miss  Gwendolyn  Murrell-Wright 
well  remembered  by  the  boarding  stu- 
dents of  the  '50s  and  '60s,  believed  in  no- 
nonsense  rules  to  mold  the  young  ladies 
in  her  care. 
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in  an  all-girls'  school,  but  not  for  Miss 
Murrell-Wright  who  posted  lists  well  in 
advance  on  which  each  girl  was  re- 
quired to  write  the  name  of  her  escort. 
Girls  without  a  date  were  provided  with 
one  from  a  suitable  group  of  S.  J.  R. 
students.  "As  Head  of  Residence  in  my 
final  year,  I  checked  the  list  with  Miss 
Murrell-Wright  and  requested  the  re- 
quired number  of  escorts  from  the 
headmaster,"  says  Carole  Ann.  No  girl 
was  permitted  to  attend  unescorted. 


The  highest  standards 
of  young  womanhood 
were  to  be  maintained  in 
fulfilling  the  Balmoral 
Hall  motto,  'seeking  bet- 
ter things. ' 


The  dances  were  special  in  other 
ways,  remembers  Carole  Ann.  "On 
these  occasions  we  were  allowed  to  use 
the  front  stairs  in  the  White  House." 

A  reflection  on  the  years  of  boarding 
at  Balmoral  Hall  produces  lasting 
images  for  Ditte  Lanksy;  one  particular 
image  is  the  arrival  of  LUy  Swaffield 
from  Pond  Inlet  on  the  northeast  tip  of 
Baffin  Island.  "Lily's  arrival  made  an 
enormous  impression,"  recalls  Ditte,  a 
grade  5  student,  and  one  of  the  young- 
est boarders,  at  the  time. 

"Lily  had  been  the  first  white  child 
born  so  far  north — 600  miles  south  of 
the  North  Pole!  Her  birth  had  been 
announced  in  Time  magazine."  The 
daughter  of  a  fur  trader  for  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  at  age  eight 
Lily  had  acted  as  translator  for  both  the 
Eskimo  and  Walt  Disney  crews  who 
were  filming  'White  Wilderness.'  She 
was  later  given  special  written  permis- 
sion to  attend  the  film  when  it  came  to 
Winnipeg. 

Lily's  pending  arrival  at  Balmoral 


HaU,  via  a  supply  ship  from  Coral  Har- 
bour and  Transair  flight  from 
Churchill,  was  heralded  by  the 
enormously  exciting  stories  of  her  life 
in  the  north  and  the  fact  that,  at  age 
nine  she  'had  never  been  in  a  class- 
room, never  sat  at  a  desk,  and  didn't 
know  about  putting  up  your  hand  in 
class!'  Her  mother  had  taught  her  to 
read  and  write  English. 

"We  envied  Lily  because  she  didn't 
have  to  write  letters  home,"  says  Ditte. 
"Instead,  every  Friday  she  composed  a 
25-word  greeting  for  her  parents  which 
was  broadcast  on  Saturday's  CBC 
Northern  Messenger  program.  Nellie 
Lucas  made  sure  she  did  it!"  At  Christ- 
mas, since  she  was  not  able  to  go  home, 
Lily  was  permitted  to  send  the  message 
in  her  own  voice!  Friends,  such  as 
Madeleine  Murray,  Jane  Moddy  and 
LjTin  Funnell  invited  Lily  to  their 
homes  for  the  Christmas  holiday. 

"Lily's  northern  background  gave  her 
a  unique  status  among  the  boarders," 
Ditte  recalls.  "I  remember  Lily  as  the 
girl  who  put  water  on  her  cereal.  She 
had  never  had  milk  in  the  far  north. 
After  a  few  months  at  Balmoral  Hall,  a 
house  mother  insisted  Lily  put  milk  on 
her  cereal.  Lily  refused,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  long  day  with  nothing  to  eat,  she 
ended  up  in  solitary  confinement  in  the 
infirmary.  The  senior  girls  managed  to 
sneak  food  to  her.  At  one  point.  Miss 
Sharman,  who  lived  on  the  same  floor 
as  the  infirmary  and  wore  her  hair  in  a 
tight  bun,  asked  if  there  was  anything 
she  wanted.  'All  I  want  is  to  see  your 
hair  down,'  Lily  promptly  replied.  Miss 
Sharman  painstakingly  took  out  all  the 


The  view  from  the  residence,  looking 
across  Assiniboine  River;  no  tall  build- 
ings blocked  the  view. 


pins,  and  modestly  revealed  waist- 
length  tresses!" 

If  Lily  represented  a  challenge  to  the 
housemothers,  they  accepted  it  readily 
and  were  steadfast  in  their  determina- 
tion. 

The  highest  standards  of  young 
womanhood  were  to  be  maintained  in 
fulfilling  the  Balmoral  Hall  motto, 
'seeking  better  things.' 

Miss  Manners  would  have  smiled. 


Carol  ^nn  (Cory)  Baron,  '59  is  married 
anil  s  a  daughter,  Jennifer,  in  grade 
10.  Carole  Ann  is  a  partner  in  a  Win- 
nipeg upscale  casual  women's- wear 
shop. 

Linda  (Leach)  Radclijfe,  '63,  is  married 
and  has  two  sons,  Chris  and  Tim.  She  is 
Executive  Director  Emeritus  of  the  Alum- 
nae Association. 

Lily  (Swaffield)  Cohen,  '64,  is  married 
and  lives  in  Boga  Raton,  Florida. 

Ditte  (Lanksy)  Cloutier,  '66,  is  married 
and  has  two  daughters,  Alexis,  grade  3 
and  Julia  at  home.  Ditte  is  past-presi- 
dent of  the  Alumnae  Association  and  a 
member  of  the  Balmoral  Hall  Board  of 
Governors. 
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uring  the  1950s,  two  resi- 
dences, the  Red  House  and 
the  White  House,  were  home 
to  the  headmistress,  two 
housemothers,  an  average  of 
four  teachers  and  'the  board- 
ers.' 

In  1951.  there  were  26  girls  living  in 
residence;  by  1959,  there  were  26  girls; 
by  1959,  the  number  had  grown  to  48. 
This  population  explosion  necessitated 
the  conversion  of  unexpected  spaces 
into  bedrooms,  the  proliferation  of 
bunk  beds  and  increased  tolerance  for 
togetherness.  As  the 
White  House  head 
wrote  in  the  1954 
Yearbook,  'Baths  ev- 
ery second  day  were 
accepted  unmurmur- 
ingly  and  everyone 
tried  not  to  show  the 
symptoms  of  claus- 
trophobia...." Small 
rooms  held  two  to 
three  girls,  while  the 
larger  rooms  accom- 
modated four  or  five. 

Boarders  came 
from  Winnipeg  and 
other  points  in  Mani- 
toba, from  Ontario, 
Saskatchewan  and 
Alberta,  and  from  the 
United  States.  And, 
they  came  for  a  variety 
of  reasons;  each  year 
for  example,  there 
were  a  number  of  girls 
who  came  to  Winnipeg,  and  the  School, 
in  order  to  study  at  the  Canadian 
School  of  Ballet. 

The  Red  House,  the  Junior  Resi- 
dence, was  situated  just  inside  the 
Langside  Street  entrance,  where  Dal- 
ton  House  now  stands.  A  three-story 
red-brick  building,  it  had  Junior  School 


classrooms  on  its  main  floor  and  bed- 
rooms for  students  and  several  teach- 
ers on  its  upper  floors.  Up  until  1956, 
the  basement  contained  the  Science 
Lab. 

The  White  House,  now  better  known 
as  Aikins  House,  housed  senior  stu- 
dents and  several  teachers  on  its  sec- 
ond and  third  floors.  On  the  main  floor 

Not  everything  was  solemn  and  struc- 
tured, as  this  moment  in  the  residence 
before  retirement  for  the  night  attests. 


were  the  library,  (until  1956);  the  staff 
room;  the  drawing  room,  which  served 
a  variety  of  purposes;  and  a  kitchen- 
ette, the  site  of  line-ups  for  the  tele- 
phone. Miss  Murrell-Wright's  suite  and 
a  two-bed  infirmary  were  on  the  second 
floor.  'Laundry  facilities,'  (tubs  and  a 
wringer  washer!),  were  located  in  the 


basement,  as  was  the  boarders'  sitting- 
room;  this  latter  room  was  probably 
best  situated  on  a  firm  foundation,  for 
it  had  to  withstand  the  daily  stampede 
for  mail  and  snacks.  Boarders  were 
restricted  to  use  of  the  back  stairs  ex- 
cept on  special  occasions  when  permis- 
sion was  granted  to  descend  the  grand 
front  staircase. 

Meals  were  served  in  a  dining  room 
located  in  the  basement  of  what  is 
known  presently  as  Junior  School. 
Each  table  of  seven  girls  was  super- 
vised by  a  staff  member  or  senior 
boarder.  Unseemly 
behaviour  or  a  lapse  in 
table  manners  could 
result  in  a  summons  to 
Miss  Murrell-Wright's 
table.  During  a  time 
when  there  was  a 
French  teacher  living  in 
residence,  a  special 
,  ,  '  table  was  established 
at  which  only  French 
was  to  be  spoken;  ini- 
tially, this  was  an  un- 
characteristically silent 
table,  and  one  where 
sign  language  flour- 
ished. 

The  boarders*  days 
were  full  and  highly 
structured.  From  the 
sound  of  the  hand-bell 
wielded  by  a  house- 
mother at  7:25  a.m.  to 
"lights  out"  at  9:30 
p.m.,  week-days  fol- 
lowed a  familiar  pattern:  breakfast,  the 
walk  around  the  driveway.  Morning 
Prayers,  class,  'bun  and  milk'  break, 
class,  lunch,  class,  after-school  sports 
activities,  dinner,  study,  snack,  bed. 
Then  began  a  variety  of  less-structured 
activities  in  the  dark  which  included 
intense  discussions,  giggling  mara- 
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thons.  (you  had  to  be  there),  reading  by 
flashlight,  feasts  on  the  contents  of 
packages  from  home,  hair-setting,  and 
listening  to  the  radio.  A  favorite  radio 
program  for  some  was  'Murder  at  Mid- 
night;' this  inevitably  produced  unsuc- 
cessfully muffled  shrieks,  which  in  turn 
brought  a  visit  from  a  housemother, 
and  sometimes,  detentions  all  around. 

Said  detentions  were  served  on  Sat- 
urday mornings,  and  usually  Involved 
essay -writing,  or  memorizing  and  then 
reciting  a  poem.  (Imagine,  if  you  will, 
trying  to  recite  with  a  straight  face  such 
immortal  lines  as  "Rlng-tlng,  I  wish  I 
were  a  primrose. ...").  Room- tidying  was 
another  Saturday  morning  chore, 
which  generally  occurred  in  the  four 
minutes  preceding  the  house  mother's 
tour  of  inspection.  By  the  time  the  dust 
settled,  the  boarders  would  be  long 
gone,  eager  to  make  the  most  of  a  free 
afternoon.  One  had  to  sign  out  flrst,  of 
course,  stating  one's  destination  and 
expected  time  of  return. 

On  Sunday  mornings,  before  leaving 
for  church,  the  boarders  gathered  for 
an  inspection  of  a  diflerent  sort.  Were 
hats  on  straight?  Gloves  spotless? 
Earrings  suitable?  Then,  walking  two 
by  two,  and  chaperoned  by  a  staff 
member,  we  set  out  In  two  long  lines, 
one  going  to  St.  Luke's  Anglican 
Church  and  the  other  to  Westminster 
United  Church.  Sunday  afternoons 
were  set  aside  for  letter- writing,  reading 


or  walks  along 
Wellington  Cres- 
cent. In  the  eve- 
ning. Miss  Mur- 
rell-Wrlght  con- 
ducted a  brief 
prayer  service. 

Boarders  were 
fully  involved  in 
the  activities  of  the  school  as  a  whole, 
but  there  were  also  activities  planned 
especially  for  them  and  by  them.  In 
addition  to  evenings  at  the  ballet,  the 
symphony  and  the  theatre,  there  were 
inter-school  dances  with  St.  John's- 
Ravenscourt,  and  parties  at  Hallowe'en 
and  Christmas.  The  boarders  Christ- 
mas party  in  December  1956  was  an 
exciting  one,  for  it  took  place  in  the 
Common  Room  in  the  newly-opened 
Senior  School  Building,  and  was  the 
occasion  of  the  arrived  of  the  School's 
flrst  television  set!  (And  if  that  doesn't 
date  us,  nothing  will.) 

Occasionally,  the  boarders  were 
shown  a  film  on  a  Friday  evening;  a 
particularly  memorable  one  was  'A  Tale 
of  Two  Cities.'  By  the  closing  scene,  as 
Sidney  Carton  was  intoning  the  words, 
"It  is  a  far,  far  better  thing  that  I  do,  than 

I  have  ever  done  "  the  audience  had 

reached  a  state  verging  on  hysteria.  In 
spite  of  firm  words  from  the  house- 
mothers, wails,  sobs  and  sniffs  could  be 
heard  long  into  the  night. 
April  Fools'  Day  presented  an  annual 
challenge  to  the 
boarders'  ingenu- 
ity. One  year,  a  life- 
size  dummy  was 
constructed  and. 
In  the  dead  of 
night,  suspended 
from  the  landing  of 
the  front  staircase 
of  the  White 
House.  By  dawn,  it 
had  disappeared. 
The  Identity  of  the 
first  staff  member 
to  encounter  it  re- 
mains a  mystery. 
While  the  faculty 


Above:  Laundry  was  a  weekly  chore, 
with  perma-press  still  in  the  futwe. 
Bottom  Left:  Bunk  beds  were  provided 
for  space  economy,  but  these  boarders 
don't  appear  to  have  minded. 


members  who  'lived  in'  were  weU  known 
to  the  school  population  in  general, 
there  were  a  number  of  figures  best 
known  by  the  boarders.  Some  of  these 
were:  the  steadfast  housemothers,  Mrs. 
Elliot,  Miss  McMillan,  and  later,  Mrs. 
Evans;  smiling  Helen,  of  "Helen's  Kitch- 
enette;" fatherly  Mr.  Williams,  the  Night 
Watchman;  Mrs.  Nixon,  the  Dietitian, 
who  tolerated  the  occasional  raid  on  her 
pantry;  and  Alec,  the  gardener  and 
handy-man. 

While  it  appeared  to  us  that  each  day 
unfolded  as  it  should,  it  is  in  retrospect 
that  one  realizes  the  full  extent  of  the 
thoughtful  planning  and  careful  or- 
ganization which  went  into  the  fashion- 
ing of  our  lives  away  from  home. 

Every  former  student  who  lived  in 
residence  will  have  her  own  special 
memories  of  friends,  faculty  and  staff, 
and  the  year(s)  she  spent  in  boarding  at 
Balmoral  Hall."  —  Lyn  Stephen 


Lyn  Stephen  nursed  in  Montreal  and 
returned  to  Winnipeg  in  1984.  She  is  a 
library  assistant  at  Balmoral  Hall 
School. 
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ELIZABETH  BONNETT  CALLS  THEM 
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In  the  summer  of  1987,  I  was 
asked  to  take  on  the  job  of  the 
Assistant  Dean  of  Residence  at 
Balmoral  Hall  for  one  year.  There 
were  a  lot  of  things  to  consider 
and  many  were  negative — no 
time  for  myself,  no  privacy,  a  lot  of 
responsibility,  so- 
cializing only  on  al- 
ternate weekends, 
'on-duty'  24  hours  a 
day,  as  well  as  teach- 
ing and  preparing 
lessons.  Itwouldbea 
tough  job  which  I 
wasn't  sure  I  wanted. 
As  a  final  step  I  came 
up  with  the  best  rea- 
son for  accepting:  I 
couldn't  pass  up  the 
opportunity  to  live 
with  35  energetic 
teenage  girls  for  one 
year — I  could  only 
benefit  and  grow  from  this  opportunity. 

I  moved  into  my  suite  in  residence  the 
day  before  school  started.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  ten  unforgettable  months 
that  left  me  with  wonderful  memories. 
From  that  first  day  when  the  girls 
started  to  arrive — assigning  them 
rooms  and  helping  them  with  their 
luggage,  meeting  everybody,  seeing  old 
friendships  renewed — to  the  last  night 
before  Grad  Day,  when  we  had  a  small 
farewell  party  and  I  could  hear  the  girls 
next  door  as  they  sadly  said  their  final 
good-byes  to  each  other — I  was  kept 
busy  helping  Mrs.  Whyte-Coussey  take 
care  of  the  girls  of 'the  Res.' 

What  can  I  say  about  residence  life? 
The  walks  back  and  forth  to  the  school 
and  dining  hall  in  -30  degree  weather, 
and  admonishing  the  girls  that  they 
wouldn't  feel  so  cold  if  they  would  wear 
their  coats  and  mitts;  the  excitement  of 
moving  into  a  new  residence  with  a 


newly-furnished  Common  Room; 
pocket  money  on  Thursdays  when  we 
wouldn't  be  able  to  unlock  our  doors 
before  a  line  of  girls  had  formed  outside; 
making  rounds  at  study  time  and  find- 
ing everybody  studying  with  everybody 
else  ("We're  working  on  a  project  to- 


Today,  Balmoral  Hall  boasts  one  of  the 
finest,  up-to-date  student  residences  in 
Canada.  The first  residents  (1987-88)  of 
the  24-suite  apartment  block,  above, 
congregate  in  the  Common  Room. 


gether  for  Mrs.  Martin"). 

Anyone  who  has  teenage  girls  at 
home  will  recognize  the  sorts  of  re- 
quests and  demands  that  make  up  a 
day — then  multiply  by  35!  Asking  for 
permission  to  stay  up  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  waiting  for  the  movie  to  end 
("it's  only  15  more  minutes,  honest"). 
"May  I  use  your  phone?  Nobody  will  let 
me  use  the  Common  Room  phones  and 
this  is  really  urgent!"  "I  thought  room 
inspection  was  tomorrow!"  "Dawn 
phoned  and  needs  a  taxi  slip,  could  you 
tape  it  to  the  door?"  "Can  I  switch 
rooms?  I  hate  my  room-mate!"  "Could  I 
please  have  an  extension?  I  promise  I'll 


come  home  early  tomorrow  night  in- 
stead." "Could  I  borrow  your  key  -  my 
room-mate's  locked  me  out"  "But  I  was 
on  snack  duty  last  week!"  What  do  you 
mean  I'm  grounded?" — all  phrases  with 
which  I  soon  became  very  familiar. 
Residence  girls  are  a  compact  group 
and  share  very  closely 
in  the  life  of  the 
school.  Special  to 
residence  was  the 
spur-of-the  moment 
Hallowe'en  party; 
singing  Christmas 
carols  in  Mrs.  Whjdie- 
Coussey's  suite;  our 
annual  Christmas 
dinner;  and  prepar- 
ing for  a  'raid'  by  the 
boys  at  S.  J.  R.  More 
memorable  still  were 
the  evenings  spent 
staying  up  late  at 
night  with  homesick 
girls  who  just  wanted  to  talk;  driving 
girls  with  real  and  imagined  illnesses  to 
emergency  rooms  and  doctors; 
commiserating  with  students  who  did 
poorly  and  sharing  their  pride  when 
they  finally  got  that  "A."  Cheery  little 
notes  on  my  door  and  surprise  gifts 
were  another  way  of  saying  "thank  you" 
and  added  to  the  warm  memories. 

I  have  never  regretted  accepting  the 
position  of  Assistant  Dean.  Living  with 
the  girls  in  residence  was  an  experience 
I  cherish  and  from  which  I  learned  to 
know  them  on  a  difiierent  level. 

During  my  year  with  the  girls,  it  was 
Inevitable  that  they  would  become  'my 
girls,'  and  that's  how  I'll  always  remem- 
ber them — seeing  them  as  the  real 
people  they  were  and  the  women  they 
were  becoming. — Elizabeth  Bennett 

Elizabeth  Bonnett  is  a  teacher  of  fine 
arts  and  photography  at  Balmoral  Hall 
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By  Therasa  Hunt 


A  /  hen  Balmoral  Hall  op>ened 
A  /   its  doors  to  14  aspiring 
^H^Bi    ballet  stars  last  year,  it 
^Hf^B/    opened  the  history  books 
as  well. 

W  V        Out-of-town  students 

W  V  attending  the  Royal  Win- 
I  I  nipeg  Ballet  School  are 
'  '  enjoying  the  family  at- 
mosphere of  The  Res"  and 
the  opportunity  to  attend 
classes  at  Balmoreil  Hall 
as  they  learn  the  intrica- 
cies of  their  art  at  the  re- 
nowned academy.  For  the 
school,  it  has  been  a  dou- 
bly-significant arrange- 
ment: forty  years  ago  an- 
other group  of  ballerinas 
stayed  here  at  the  height  of 
a  Balmoral  Hall/ballet 
love  affair. 

In  1950  Rupert's  Land 
College  and  Riverbend 
School  for  Girls  were 
amalgamated  to  form  Bal- 
moral Hall  School  with 
Gwendolyn  Murrell- 
Wright  of  Toronto  as  head- 
mistress. According  to 
Mrs.  Betty  Armytage,  an 
"old  girl"  from  Rupert's 
Land  School  whose 
daughters  attended  Bal- 
moral Hall  in  the  1950s, 
Murrell-Wright  encoun- 
tered Gweneth  Lloyd  and 
the  late  Betty  Farrally 
while  visiting  Banff  follow- 
ing her  appointment  with 
Balmoral  Hall. 

British  emigres  in  the 
1930s.  Lloyd  and  Farrally 
founded   the  Canadian 


School  of  Ballet,  later  the  Royal  Win- 
nipeg Ballet,  the  oldest  existing  dance 
company  in  Canada,  and  the  second 
oldest  in  North  America.  As  staff  mem- 
bers at  Balmoral  Hall  they  had  been 
responsible  for  ensuring  that  Greek 
dancing,  a  simpler,  more  naturalistic 


Kateria  Cree,  a  Balmoral  Hall  grade  1 1 
student,  as  the  Lady-in-Waiting  to  the 
Queen  in  the  Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet  pro- 
duction of  'Swan  Lake, '  at  the  Winnipeg 
Centennial  Concert  Hall  in  March  1 989. 


form  of  ballet,  was  a  compulsory  sub- 
ject at  the  school. 

Now  they  had  turned  their  attention 
to  the  Banff  Ballet  School,  a  summer 
program  for  young  people  from  across 
Western  Canada.  Murrell-Wright  rec- 
ognized the  void  created  by  a  summer- 
only  program,  and  invited  the  students 
to  Balmoral  Hall,  adding  a  promise  that 
ballet  would  be  offered  as  part  of  the 
curriculum.  Those  students  who  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  were  the  first  bal- 
let-boarders at  Balmoral  Hall. 
The  story  of  ballet  and  Balmoral 
doesn't  end  there,  though. 

For  many  years  classical 
dance,  including  ballet, 
was  considered  an  integral 
part  of  the  education  of 
young  women.  At  Balmoral 
Hall,  school  yearbooks 
recounted  the  magnificent 
performances  of  the  ballet 
students  and  recruitment 
brochures  stressed  the 
importance  of  having  bal- 
let as  part  of  a  complete 
program  for  students. 

Yearbooks  from  the 
1950s  suggest  that  ballet 
enjoyed  its  greatest  popu- 
larity at  Balmoral  Hall 
during  this  decade.  From 

1952,  "...weekly  classes  in 
Greek  dancing  are  part  of 
the  curriculum  for  Kinder- 
garten to  grade  1 1 ,  while  in 
the  senior  school  there  are 
advanced  and  junior 
classes  in  ballet...."  From 

1953,  "...Balmoral  Hall  is 
running  over  with  Greek 
and  ballet  enthusiasts  of 
all  ages — baby  ballet,  jun- 
ior ballet  and  two  senior 
classes. ..."  And  from  1 959, 
"...two  Balmoral  Hall  stu- 
dents made  their  profes- 
sional  debut   with  the 


22 


THE  PORTAL 


Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet  Company  during 
the  season — Dee  Dee  Washington 
danced  "Pasticcio"  in  October  and 
Caroline  Damerell  in  "Finishing 
School"  in  January...." 

Daphne  (Stanley- Harris)  Korol,  who 
taught  ballet  at  Balmoral  Hall  during 
the  1950s,  recalls  that  the  ballet  pro- 
gram was  held  in  high  esteem,  an  opin- 
ion shared  by  those  outside  the  school 
as  well.  When  Balmoral  HaU  ballet 
students  performed  "Les  Sylphides"  as 
part  of  their  annual  presentation  at  the 
Playhouse  Theatre  in  1953,  one  re- 
viewer wrote:  "...precise  foot  work  and 
fluid  area  movements  of  the  corps  gave 
the  ballet  polish  not  expected  from 
such  a  young  group." 

Ballet  is  no  longer  offered  at  Balmoral 
Hall,  although  students  do  have  a  wide 
choice  of  extra-curricular  activities. 

The  presence  of  the  Royal  Winnipeg 
Ballet  School  students  serves  as  a 
reminder  of  the  days  when  "plies"  and 
"grands  battements'  were  as  common 
as  volleyball,  choir  or  debating. 


Top:  Balmoral  Hall  students  perform 
'Les  Sylphides'  at  the  Playhouse  The- 
atre, May  1953.  Centre:  Balmoral  Hall 
students  present  a  gymnastics  and 
dancing  display  at  the  Playhouse  The- 
atre, May  1957.  Bottom:  A  gymnastics 
and  dancing  display  at  the  Playhouse 
Theatre  in  May  1957. 
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Our  strength  is  in  diversity 


It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  have  the  op- 
portunity to  serve  as  the  President 
of  the  Alumnae  Association.  I  first 
became  involved  with  the  Alum- 
nae in  1984.  Those  first  several 
years  were  dedicated  to  establish- 
ing the  Alumnae  as  a  vital  organization. 
It  was  a  massive  project  to  search  out 
our  members  to  develop  our  current 
mailing  list  of  2,200;  to  institute  our 
newsletter;  and  to  plan  the  first  reunion 
of  the  members  of  our  three  schools. 
That  work  culminated  in  the  very  suc- 
cessful Reunion  '87  and  the  rebirth  of 
the  Alumnae  as  an  active  association. 

So  where  do  we  go  from  here?  As  an 
organization  we  are  maturing.  We  are 
past  the  initial  planning  and  growth 
stage.  After  our  successful  reunion  we 
are  developing  our  ongoing  role  with  the 
School  and  with  our  members.  This  is 
no  simple  task — we  are  an  extremely  di- 
verse group!  Our  membership  of  over 
2,000  covers  eight  decades;  we  have 
members  in  Canada,  the  United  States, 
Europe  and  Australia;  there  are  ac- 


Louise  Nebbs,  '72 


will  provide  a  forum  for  former  students 
and  staff  to  keep  in  touch  over  the  years 
and  to  maintain  the  relationships  and 
friendships  which  developed  during 


worked  very  hard  to  organize  our  sup- 
port for  the  Enriching  Her  Tomorrows 
Campaign;  we  maintain  our  ties  with 
the  School  through  participation  in 
events  such  as  Careers  Day,  Scholar- 
ship Day,  Festival  Riviere,  Closing 
Exercises  and  the  Alumnae  Tea. 

This  year  is  the  60th  Anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  Riverbend.  On  April 
19th  we  joined  the  Headmaster  and 
other  guests  for  aFounders'  Day  Recep- 
tion which  recognized  that  important 
event  in  our  history;  our  second  annual 
Alumnae  Dinner  will  be  held  Septem- 
ber 2 1 ,  1989.  This  major  annual  event 
solidifies  the  women's  network  which 
will  become  so  helpful  for  each  new 
graduate. 

We  have  come  a  long  way  since  1984 
but  there  is  more  that  we  can  do.  With 
our  numbers,  our  diversity,  our  com- 
bined experience  and  our  strong  mem- 
bership, what  a  powerful  organization 
we  can  be  for  Balmoral  Hall! 

I  am  looking  forward  to  being  the 
President  of  the  Alumnae  for  the  next 
few  years  and  to  seeing  our  organiza- 
tion become  the  major  force  that  it  can 
be  for  the  School  and  for  the  students. 


What  we  do  have  in  common  is  the  fact  that  we  all 
attended  one  of  the  three  schools  which  make  up 
Balmoral  Hall  and  we  all  carry  memories  of  those 
days,  the  school,  our  classmates.  That  is  the  tie  that 
brought  us  together  and  keeps  us  together 


tresses,  artists,  accountants,  lawyers, 
moms,  students,  teachers  and  so  on  in 
our  group.  What  we  have  in  common  is 
the  fact  that  we  all  attended  one  of  the 
three  schools  which  make  up  Balmoral 
Hall  and  we  all  carry  memories  of  those 
days,  the  school,  our  classmates.  That 
is  the  tie  that  brought  us  together  and 
keeps  us  together. 

In  going  forward,  the  Alumnae  is 
developing  two  fundamental  roles.  We 


their  years  at  the  School.  Secondly,  we 
will  provide  active  assistance  and  sup- 
port to  the  current  students  of  Bal- 
moral Hall. 

Since  our  rebirth  in  1984  we  have 
come  a  long  way  and  we  should  be 
proud  of  our  accomplishments:  the 
Alumnae  annually  funds  13  scholar- 
ships for  students  in  grades  7  through 
12;  throughout  1988  and  1989  a  tire- 
less and  dedicated  team  of  alumnae 
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News  about . 
Balmoral  Hall 

and 
its  Graduates 


CRESTLINES 


Rupert's  Land 

MiWiceixt  Martin,  '28,  celebrated  her 
80th  birthday  in  June.  A  reception  was 
held  in  her  honour  at  Augustine  United 
Church. 

Vera  J.  Fryer,  '31,  attended  Rupert's 
Land  College  from  1926-1931.  and  was 
a  boarder  there  for  two  more  years, 
while  attending  Normal  School  and 
second-year  university.  Vera  spent 
many  years  teaching  and  studying  in 
Winnipeg.  She  especially  enjoyed  that 
glorious  reunion  service  at  Holy  Trinity 
in  May  '87. 


Balmoral  Hall  School 
Alumnae  Board  1988  - 1989 

Ditte  (Lansky)  Cloutier  '66 
Past-President 
Louise  Nebbs  '72 
President 

Jennifer  (Cox)  Mowat  '68 
Vice  President 

Cynthia  (Lone)  Fisher  '71 
Treasurer 

Leslie  (Stovel)  Sprange  '67 
Secretary 

Alixe  (Hunt)  Harbotde  '66 

Chair  of  Capital  Campaign 

Nancy  Cipryk  '86 

Aynsley  Hinchliffe  '83 

Jane  Evans  '69 

Pat  Gibson  '73 

EUleen  D.  Burrows 

Director  of  Development  and  Alumnae 

Linda  (Leach)  Radcliffe  '63 

Exec.  Director  Emeritus 

Ted  Staunton 

Headmaster 


Cynthia  (RoblirO  Brown,  '35,  follow- 
ing graduation  from  Rupert's  Land  and 
degrees  from  the  University  of  Mani- 
toba and  McGUl  was  employed  by  the 
department  of  Public  Information,  Ot- 
tawa, as  a  news  analyst.  In  1942  she 
joined  the  staff  of  British  Security  co- 
ordination, an  arm  of  British  Intelli- 
gence, under  the  late  Sir  WUliam 
Stephenson,  Chief  of  B.S.C.  She  was 
sent  to  Lima,  Peru,  where  she  remained 
for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

Returning  to  Canada,  Cynthia  was 
appointed  assistant  director  of  the 
Industrial  Relations  Centre  at  McGill. 
Other  appointments  were;  librarian  of 
the  Medical  School,  University  of  Mani- 
toba (a  position  she  held  for  nine  years) ; 
librarian  of  the  Medical  School,  Univer- 
sity of  Massachusetts;  and  Director  of 
Volunteers  at  the  Winnipeg  Municipal 
Hospitah  In  1978  she  and  her  husband, 
Stanley  Wiswell  Brown,  moved  to  Mex- 
ico where  they  presently  reside. 

Among  her  achievements  are  a  cita- 
tion from  Sir  William  Stephenson  for 
wartime  service;  biographical  entry  and 
picture  in  Two  Thousand  Women  of 
Achievement,  1969  edition;  and  author 
of  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Rare  Books 
in  Medicine,  Winnipeg.  Cynthia  has  a 
daughter,  Cita,  (Vancouver)  three 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grand- 
child. 

Judith  Anne  (Claydon)  Robertson, 

'46  and  husband  are  moving  to  the 
country,  where  they  have  built  an  excit- 
ing retirement  home  perched  high  on 
the  rocks  overlooking  the  North  Chan- 
nel, the  waterway  between  Lake  Supe- 
rior and  Lake  Huron — the  reason  for 
calling  it  The  Aerie."  Come  and  visit! 

Riverbend 

Kathleen  Richardson,  '44,  received 
an  honorary  degree  at  the  University  of 
Manitoba's  110th  Spring  Convocation 
for  her  contribution  to  the  Royal  Win- 
nipeg Ballet. 


Cynthia  (Roblin)  Brown 

She  served  as  RWB  president  from 
1957  to  1961  and  currently  holds  the 
title  of  honorary  president.  She  was 
also  chair  of  the  Ballet's  Capital  Cam- 
paign committee  which  raised  funds  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  building. 

A  graduate  of  the  University  of  Mani- 
toba, Kathleen  has  also  received  the 
Jubilee  Award,  the  top  honour  granted 
by  the  University's  Alumni  Association. 

In  1973,  Kathleen  was  named  an 
officer  of  the  Order  of  Canada. 

Balmoral  Hall 

Joy  S.  McDiarmid,  '57.  and  Dawn  M. 
Holman,  are  organizers  of  a  travel/ 
photography  tour  to  England's  Lake 
District — "the  land  of  poets  and  paint- 
ers." The  tour  takes  the  form  of  a 
seminar  and  is  carefully  designed  to 
appeal  to  beginners  and  advanced 
photographers,  and  to  those  who  wish 
to  make  their  own  discoveries  in  the 
Lakeland.  Joy  and  Dawn  are  published 
and  award -winning  amateur  Canadian 
photographers,  and  combine  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  Lake  District 
with  35  years  of  collective  public  rela- 
tions and  marketing  experience.  The 
tour,  "Island  Footprints  Photowalks 
Inc.,"  is  the  happy  result  of  this  experi- 
ence. 


Joy  S.  McDiarmid 
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Elizabeth  (Hundevad)  Flynn  '64,  re- 
ceived her  B.A.  (Hon.)  at  Trent  Univer- 
sity and  has  been  in  social  work  for 
many  years.  Her  husband  Pat  works  at 
Hotel  View  Hospital  in  Kingston,  where 
they  recently  moved  from  Chatham, 
Ontario. 

Jill  (MacFarlane)  Sutherland  '65, 

has  been  working  for  Air  Canada  for  1 7 
years.  She  married  Bruce  Sutherland 
in  1981  and  they  have  two  children 
Alexis  and  George.  Jill  is  completing 
her  commerce  degree.  Her  husband  is 
a  Lt.  Colonel  in  the  Air  Force,  which 
keeps  them  constantly  on  the  move: 
they  have  just  moved  from  Comox,  B.C. 
to  a  new  posting  in  Halifax. 

Kathy  Neilson  '66,  Vancouver,  has 
recently  been  appointed  a  Queen's 
Counsel. 

Mary  Cain  '67,  is  married  (keeping  her 
own  name)  and  has  been  living  and 
working  in  Brampton,  near  Toronto,  for 
many  years.  She  is  a  marriage  and 
family  therapist,  working  as  a  therapist 
and  supervisor  in  a  Family  Service 
Agency.  Mary  was  delighted  to  receive 
The  Portal  via  her  sister  Janice  Borley 
and  is  finally  estabhshing  contact  with 
the  Alumnae!  Hello  to  everyone! 

Catherine  (Hunt)  Johnson  '68,  and 

husband  Doug  are  happy  to  announce 
the  arrival  of  their  first-bom  son,  Jef- 
frey Adamson,  on  December  22,  1988. 

Nancy  (Flintojt)  Meronek  '68,  and 

Brian  are  thrilled  to  announce  the  arri- 
val of  Matthew  Brian  Flintoft  Meronek, 
born  November  10,  1988;  a  delight  to 
his  two  older  sisters. 

Jane  Evans,  '69,  a  prominent  Win- 
nipeg lawyer  with  Aikins  MacAulay  & 
Thorvaldson  has  been  nominated  for 
"Woman  of  the  Year"  in  the  professional 
category. 

Barbara  Palk  '69,  and  husband  John 
Warwick  are  pleased  to  announce  the 
birth  of  their  first  child,  Nicholas  Palk 
Warwick  on  August  9,  1988. 

Joan  (Rankin)  Richardson  '69,  and 

husband  Jim  are  pleased  to  announce 
the  arrival  of  their  fourth  child  and 


Jane  Evans 


third  son,  Sprague  Keith,  on  April  5. 

Cynthia  (Lone)  Fisher  '71 ,  is  complet- 
ing her  third  year  at  the  University  of 
Manitoba,  majoring  in  psychology,  with 
a  minor  in  economics. 

Allyson  (Treleaven)  Hannqford  '71, 

after  three  moves  in  five  years  has 
settled  in  Cedgary  for  awhile!  Allyson 
has  four  children,  nine,  six  and  three 
year-old  twins.  They  are  all  looking 
forward  to  exploring  the  mountains 
this  summer.  "1  enjoy  reading  The  Por- 
tal Keep  up  the  good  work!" 

Barb  (Jacks)  Davenport  '75,  always 
looks  forward  to  seeing  a  familiar  name 
in  "Crestlines."  Barb,  husband  Greg 
and  three  children  Talia,  Taylor  and 
Austin,  moved  to  Saskatoon  in  October 
of  '88  and  would  love  to  hear  from 
anyone  out  their  way.  Barb  has  been  a 
child  care  provider  for  the  past  six  years 
and  plans  to  go  back  to  work  with  U  & 
R  Tax  Services  in  January. 

Catherine  (CoughlirO  Thiessen  '78, 

and  Robert  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter  Bridget  Marilyn  on  December 
26,  1988.  Baby  is  doing  fine  and  Cathy 
and  Bob  are  thrilled! 

Cynthia  (Kilpatrick)  Eaton  '79,  is  an 

R.N.  and  working  on  a  casual  basis  at 
the  town  hospital  in  Oyen,  Alberta.  She 
and  her  husband  run  a  hog  operation 


and  also  farm  gralnland. 

Heather  Hinchlijfe,  '81,  has  recently 
returned  from  working  outside  Win- 
nipeg to  a  position  with  Transcona- 
Springfleld  School  Division.  Heather  is 
currently  working  on  her  pre-Master's 
in  education  at  the  University  of  Mani- 
toba. 

Anne  Marie  (Doll)  Wise,  '82,  married 
John  Wise  in  September  of  '88  in  Cal- 
gary. They  live  in  Regina  where  Anne 
Marie  is  working  as  a  conference  con- 
sultant for  a  communications  agency. 

Lisa  desJardin  '83,  writes  that  since 
graduating  in  '83  she  has  completed 
her  Bachelor  of  Education  (Primary)  at 
University  of  British  Columbia,  and 
spent  a  year  touring  Europe  with  her 
two  cousins  (one  a  graduate  from  Bal- 
moral Hall — Cynthia  Burrows  '81). 
She  is  presently  teaching  part-time  in 
Vancouver  while  trying  to  break  into 
theatre. 

Julia  Siu  Man  Kwok  '83,  graduated 
from  Queen's  with  a  B.  Sc.  (Hons.)  in 
electrical  engineering  in  '87.  Julia  is  a 
telecommunications  engineer  with  the 
Hong  Kong  Telephone  Company  Ltd. 
She  misses  Canada  and  looks  forward 
to  visiting  her  "good  old  buddies"  in  the 
near  future. 

Louise  Osbom  '83,  is  attending  Emily 
Carr  College  of  Art  and  Design  in  her 
foundation  year.  Louise  is  doing  a  little 
of  everything:  painting,  graphics, 
sculpture,  and  loving  every  minute  of  it. 
Sister  Andrea  Osbom  '84,  is  complet- 
ing her  degree  in  marine  biology  at  the 
University  of  Victoria  and  training  as  a 
scuba  instructor  in  her  spare  time  (she 
always  did  like  frogs  and  puddles!). 
Andrea  is  doing  brilliantly  and  getting 
rave  reviews  from  jobs  she  has  had  in 
her  field. 

Karen  Speakman,  '83,  recently  com- 
pleted her  Bachelor  of  Science  in  psy- 
chology at  Mount  Allison  in  Sackville, 
New  Brunswick.  She  is  also  is  very 
pleased  to  announce  her  recent  en- 
gagement to  Hans  Christian  Jost  of 
Jost  Vineyards. 
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Geills  Andison,  '85,  returned  to 
Queen's  after  completing  her  B.A.  last 
year. 

Ashleigh  Banjield,  '85,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  CKY  afliliate  in 
Edmonton  as  a  weekend  news  anchor. 

Ursula  Batchelor,  '85,  is  working  at 
Oliver's  Restaurant  in  their  oflices. 

Heather  Clark,  '85,  has  been  taking 
courses  at  the  University  of  Winnipeg 
and  working  at  Roots .  She  is  very  happy 
to  be  back  in  Winnipeg. 

Anna  Lisa  Cohen,  '85,  is  enjojang 
studying  ballet  at  York  and  living  in 
Toronto. 

Joanne  Crozier,  '85,  is  in  her  second 
year  of  interior  design  at  the  University 
of  Manitoba.  Joanne  spent  three 
months  this  summer  travelling  in  Eng- 
land, France  and  Holland. 

Leigh  Fiorentino,  '85,  is  at  McGill  and 
is  considering  a  Master  in  Anthropol- 
ogy- 

Cari  Gray,  '85,  has  just  completed  her 
first  year  of  law  at  University  of  Mani- 
toba "I  heard  it  was  a  long,  but  fun, 
haul!" 

Kathleen  McManus,  '85,  graduated 
from  University  of  Manitoba  with  a  B.A. 
and  spent  the  winter  in  Whistler,  B.C. 

Pam  Pigden,  '85,  is  living  in  Vancou- 
ver, enjoying  the  weather  and  doing 
some  modelling  while  pursuing  an  air- 
line career. 

Deidre  Prosen,  '85,  graduated  from 
University  of  Manitoba  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Fine  Arts  degree  and  is  now  off  to 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  to  study  sci- 
ence. 

Janice  Ding  '86,  is  delighted  with  the 
new  publication.  The  Portal  and  really 
appreciates  and  enjoys  the  news  from 
Balmoral  Hall!  Janice  is  in  the  third 
year  Bachelor  of  Commerce  program  at 
the  University  of  Toronto.  She  has  re- 
cently moved  off  campus  and  is  sharing 
an  apartment  in  downtown  Toronto. 

Sacha  Moody  '86,  after  leaving  Bal- 
moral Hall,  spent  four  years  going  to 


school  in  Yellowknife,  NWT,  then  at- 
tended Bishop  Strachan  as  a  boarder. 
Sacha's  family  now  lives  in  Toronto  and 
she  is  in  second  year  at  Queen's  study- 
ing illm  and  women's  studies. 

Melanie  Crozier  '87,  is  in  second  year 
arts  at  the  University  of  Manitoba  work- 
ing toward  her  Bachelor  of  Nursing  and 
hopjes  to  enter  clinical  therapy. 

Former  Staff 

Rosemary  Turner,  Balmoral,  moved  to 
Calgary  a  year  ago — with  horse  and 
dog!  She  still  returns  to  the  cottage 
whenever  possible.  Rosemary  is  work- 
ing part-time  in  a  medical  clinic. 


*89-'90  Scholarships 

Havergal 

Sarah  Skoronskl 
Megan  Kozminskl 
Louise  Coyle 
Mary  Kontzamanis 
Amy  Johnson 
Maya  Prabhu 

Rupert's  Land 

Shannon  Carson 
Rebecca  Bomek 
Leanne  Docking 
Daphne  Guerrero 
Katrlna  Gee 
Arifa  Lucman 
Lynne  Sullivan 

Riverbend 

Rebecca  Teskey 
Talia  Hussain 
Heulwen  Jones 
Kathryn  Aldous 
Jane  Nasser-Sharif 
Karen  Shanski 

Balmoral  Hall  Auxiliary 

Rebecca  Lechman 
Maria  Reimer 
Mary  Beth  Barker 
Dana  McGillivray 

Aikins  House 

Kate  Booth 

Camille  Gouldsborough 
Alex  Buechel 


Adrian  Hersak 
Isha  Khan 
Angela  Wong 
Tracy  Kurz 

Open  Scholarship 

Diana  Fred 
Christine  Novotny 
Shaista  Mohammadi 

Michelle  Clarke 

Entrance 

Lauren  Fineman 
Shauna  Labman 
Diane  Orihel 
Caroline  D'Cunha 
Shaila  Seshia 
Chloe  Whitehom 
Serena  McCarroll 
Deborah  Pauls 


IN  iMQRIl 

Mary  (Folliott)  Oram,  RLS  '40.  Van- 
couver, British  Columbia 
Betty  (Hey)  Farrally,  Former  Staff, 
and  co-founder  of  the  Royal  Winnipeg 
Ballet,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  in 
Kelowna.  B.  C. 

Katherine  MacKenzie,  BH  '88,  Sas- 
katchewan 

Margaret  (Rait)  Hubber  Richards, 

RLS  '42.  Florida 

Muriel  (Wood)  Blair,  Havergal. 
December  1988,  Winnipeg.  Man. 

Wills  and  Bequests 

Balmoral  Hall  is  most  grateful  for  the 
bequests  received  in  the  past  and  we 
hope  that  others  will  consider  including 
Balmoral  Hall  as  a  beneficiary  when 
drawing  up  a  new  will  or  by  adding  a 
codicil  to  an  existing  will. 
For  further  information,  please  contact 
Ms.  Eilleen  Burrows,  (204)  786-8740. 
All  gifts  are  tax  deductible. 
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Mathematical  skills  enhance 
ability  to  meet  career  demands 


Myron  Selby 


By  Myron  Selby 


Legendary  coach  Lombardi's 
idea  can  be  applied  to  all  en- 
deavours. He  observed  The 
quality  of  a  person's  life  is  in 
direct  proportion  to  her  or  his 
commitment  to  excellence,  re- 
gardless of  the  chosen  field  of 
endeavour." 
At  Balmoral  Hall,  the 
acronym  "PMA"  has  three  meanings: 

(1)  positive  mental  attitude; 

(2)  precise  mathematical  analysis; 

(3)  performance  motivation  aptitude. 
The  underlying  premise  is  that  the 

more  knowledge  one  has,  the  more 
p>ower  is  created  within. 

The  Role  of  Mathematics 
Training 

Mathematics  training  should  en- 
hance our  students'  ability  to  cope  with 


the  rigours  and  pressures  of  post-sec- 
ondary education  and  their  ultimate 
professional  careers.  Through  the  cur- 
riculum— the  prime  factor — and  the 
proper  use  of  various  math  contests,  it 
is  hoped  to  develop  confidence  and  the 
power  to  cope  with  the  ever-increasing 
competitive  world.  Math  contests  en- 
courage students  to  expand  the  mind, 
strive  for  new  heights  and  set  intellec- 
tual goals. 

At  present  our  school  competes  in  the 
Gauss,  Pascal,  Cayley,  Fermat  and 
Euclid  contests  from  Waterloo  Univer- 
sity and  The  University  of  Manitoba 
grade  1 2  contest.  An  ongoing  activity  at 
the  school  is  the  Canadian  National 
Mathematics  League  sponsored  by  the 
University  of  Windsor.  As  Mark  Twain 
realized.  To  be  good  is  noble,  but  to 
teach  others  to  be  good  is  nobler  and  a 
lot  less  trouble!" 

Recognizing  Students  with 
Mathematical  Aptitude 

R.E.  Osbom  grasped  the  important 


notion  that  "unless  you  try  to  do  some- 
thing beyond  what  you  have  already 
mastered  you  will  never  grow." 

One  of  the  most  important  qualities 
observed  in  expert  problem  solvers  is 
their  abUity  to  take  a  complex  problem, 
sift  through  it,  reduce  it  to  a  sequence 
of  simpler  tasks  then,  systematically, 
solve  the  original  problem. 

Three  typical  types  of  problems  fol- 
low: 

(1)  determine  the  last  digit  of  2  raised 
to  the  73rd  power; 

(2)  find  the  sum, 

S=  1  +2+3+. . . +498+499+500 

(3)  find  number  a,b,c,  so  that: 

i)  abc  (ab+ac)=480 

ii)  abc  (ab+bc)=630 
iii)    abc  (ac+bc)=750. 

To  solve  such  problems,  simpler 
problems  are  examined  in  order  to 
uncover  the  "secret  pattern"  contained 
within.  In  problem  1,  students  could 
note  that  the  last  digit  begins  to  repeat 
after  the  first  4  powers  are  taken,  ena- 
bling them  to  correctly  infer  that  the 
final  answer  is  2. 

Problem  2  is  very  similar  to  the  one 
that  Karl  Gauss,  the  multi-faceted  gen- 
ius of  the  1 8th  century  solved  when  but 
a  lad  of  four.  Using  the  fact  that  addi- 
tion is  "commutative"  i.e.,  the  order  in 
which  we  add  is  independent  of  the  final 
answer,  students  could  first  solve  a 
simpler  problem,  8=1+2+3+4+5,  in 
order  to  uncover  its  "secret" 
5=5+4+3+2+1. 


Balmoral  Hall  School  competes  in  the 
Gauss.  Pascal,  Cayley.  Fermat  and  Eu- 
clid contests  from  Waterloo  University, 
and  The  University  of  Manitoba  grade 
12  contests. 
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Adding:  25=6+6+6+6+6=  5(6) 
Dividing:  S=  5(6)=15 
2 

Students  then  ask,  "What  if  the  last 
number  was  not  'N'  not  5?"  Analo- 
gously, students  obtain:  S=l+2+3+.  .  . 
(N-2)+(N-l)+N.  Looking  at  the  way  the 
flrst  sum  was  obtained,  it  becomes 
evident  that  S=N(N+1). 

2 

Students  have  "generalized"  an  im- 
portant result  in"series."  Replacing  "N" 
by  the  value  500  yields 

S=500  (501)=  125  250. 
2 

Problem  3  is  an  exercise  in  reducing 
to  a  simpler  problem.  Students  note 
that  "ABC"  is  the  common  factor  of 480. 
630,  750.  By  using  prime  factorization 
it  is  found  that  ABC=30.  Since  there  are 
only  a  few  ways  in  which  the  product  of 
30  can  be  constructed,  students  de- 
duce that  A=2,  B=3  and  C=5  when  the 
conditions  i),  ii),  iii)  are  applied. 

In  terms  of  the  "old  wives'  tale"  that 
boys  are  better  at  math  than  girls,  the 
current  research  is  enlightening.  Edu- 
cation Professor  Marcia  Linn  of  the 
Berkley  campus  (UCLA)  has  kept  accu- 
rate records  of  the  Scholastic 
Achievment  Test  (SAT)  administered  to 
all  American  students. 

She  found  that  in  the  period 
1960-1963.  the  boys'  advantage 
shrunk  from  49  points  to  12  points. 
Furthermore,  Linn  concluded  that  the 
12-point  difference  could  be  attributed 
to  primarily  male-biased  questions  on 
"sports." 

Psychologist  J.  Eccles  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Colorado  has  completed  a  10- 
year  study  on  sex  differences  affecting 
standardized  tests.  Eccles  found  that 
parents  deliberately  encouraged  boys 
to  excel  in  math.  In  addition,  unless  the 
girls  showed  an  inherent  interest  in  the 
discipline,  parents  made  little  effort  in 
encouraging  them  to  pursue  careers 
using  mathematics. 

The  Role  Motivation  Plays 

The  effect  of  motivation  on  student 


performance  can  never  be  understated. 
As  Edmonds  aptly  pondered,  "To  dream 
anything  you  want  to  dreeun,  that  is  the 
beauty  of  the  human  mind.  To  do  any- 
thing that  you  want  to  do,  that  is  the 
strength  of  the  himian  will.  To  trust 
yourself  to  test  your  limits,  that  is  the 
courage  to  succeed." 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  personal 
goals  are  the  most  important  goals  to 
achieve — competition  with  oneself  and 
the  internal  desire  to  prove  one's  com- 
petence and  credibility. 

Motivation  sometimes  results  from 
being  told  we  do  not  possess  the  abUity 
to  complete  a  certain  task.  As  Gagehot 
noted,  "A  great  pleasure  in  life  is  doing 
what  people  say  you  cannot  do."  The 
lesson  here  is  that  we  should  never  sell 
a  person  short. 

Many  students  develop  in  different 
ways  and  it  is  possible  that,  equipped 
with  high  motivation,  outstanding  per- 
formances will  continue  to  be  demon- 
strated, as  in  the  national  mathematics 
competitions. 

It  is  often  observed  that  students  with 
little  self-confidence  panic  when  an 
instant  answer  to  a  problem  is  not 
obtained.  Motivation  is  the  fuel  that 
encourages  struggling  with  a  problem 
in  the  belief  that  ultimately  it  will  be 
solved.  Many  of  the  problems  in  life  are 


The  National  Math  Competition  is  a 
major  event  for  grade  12  students  at 
Balmoral  Hall  School. 


complex  and  require  logic,  patience  and 
determination. 

Assessing  Performance  on  a 
National  Math  Competition 

There  are  two  types  of  assessments: 
absolute  and  percentile  ranking.  On 
the  Fermat  competition  for  grade  1 1 , 
the  contest  consists  of  three  levels  of 
difficulty. 

In  the  percentile  ranking  scheme,  in 
order  to  provide  a  measure  of  relative 
placement,  percentile  ranks  are  ob- 
tained for  each  student. 

In  summary,  then,  using  PMA  in  all  of 
its  senses  can  create  a  feeling  of  accom- 
plishment, confidence  andjoy  that  may 
be  unequalled.  Somerset  Maugham 
realized,  "It's  a  funny  thing  about  life:  if 
you  refuse  to  accept  anything  but  the 
very  best,  very  often  you  get  it." 

I  feel  that  is  our  formula  for  success. 

Myron  Selby  is  a  faculty  meniber, 
Balmoral  Hall. 
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Tripping  the  light  fantastic' 


Spring  was  officially  welcomed  at 
Balmoral  Hall  with  the  staging 
of  the  Heather  Ball  at  the  Westin 
Hotel  on  April  29;  white  baskets 
of  mauve  heather  decorated  the 
tables. 

An  upbeat  mood  was  set  by  the  Silent 
Auction,  followed  by  an  evening  of 'trip- 
ping the  light  fantastic'  to  the  music  of 
"Encore." 

The  Heather  Ball  (formerly  the  May 
Ball)  is  the  Auxiliary's  main  fundraising 
and  social  event  of  the  year.  Proceeds  of 
the  evening  are  directed  toward  schol- 
arships and  physical  improvements  to 
the  school.  The  ball  committee  was 
chaired  by  Marjorie  Guertin. 


Right:  John  Shanski,  Jane  and  Ted 
Staunton,  and  Maureen  Shanski. 
Bottom  Right:  The  Heather  Ball  Commit- 
tee. Standing:  Olivia  Amason,  Maureen 
Watchom,  Marjorie  Giwrtin  (Chairper- 
son). Seated:  Judith  Steek,  Marilyn 
Clarke,  Penny  Rutherford,  Ruth  Young, 
Teddi  Sweatman  and  Judy  Murray. 
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Over  $1,875,000  reached! 


T]\e  "'Enriching  her  Tomorrows"  Capital  Campaign 
Goal:  $2.75-million 

As  of  April  15, 1989,  pledges  totalled  $1,875,000 

The  Alumnae  has  achieved  60%  of  its  challenging  $850,000  goal. 

The  Alumnae  Division  of  the  Campaign  would  like  to  thank  Jack  Fraser  and  Federal 
Industries  for  the  use  of  Federal  Industries'  telephones  for  our  phon-a-thon. 

Should  you  want  to  support  the  "Enriching  Her  Tomorrows"  Campaign  or  you  would 
like  more  information,  please  contact  the  Campaign  Office  at  (204)  783-1761. 

TJte  following  is  a  list  of  donors  to  the  Alumnae  Division  of  the  "Enriching  her 
Tomorrows"  Campaign: 


Clementina  ADAMSON  Bidwell 
Eva  Mary  ADAMSON  Pugh 
Joan  ADAMSON  Hunt 
Julia  ADAMSON  Dickson 
Jean  AIKINS  Mulholland 
Frances  AIKINS  Riley 
Louise  ALBERTSEN  Stewart 
Margaret  ALDOUS 
Gail  ALLMAN  Leach 
Claire  ANDERSON  Prentice 
Margaret  ANDERSON  Deveraux 
Maryel  ANDISON 
Tanny  ARMYTAGE  Wells 
Barbara  ASHDOWN  Myers 
Marnie  AUSTIN  Scott  Neal 
Donna  BAKER  McNichol 
Betty  Jo  BALL  Johnston 
Alex  BANHELD 
Ashleigh  BANHELD 
Eleanor  BANFIELD  MacFarlane 
Natalie  BATE  MacDonald 
Elizabeth  BEATON  Sherman 
Joyce  BENHAM  Lindal 
Ruby  BENIDICKSON  Ashdown 
Amy  BEST  Wadley 
Madeline  BLIGHT  Cleveland 
Rebecca  BOWER  Hawley 
Susan  BRACKEN 
Alice  BULL  Hoogstraten 
Rae  BURRELL  Jessiman 
Joyce  BURTON  Fulton 
Janet  CAMERON  Matthews 
Mary  Jo  CAMPBELL 


Jocelyn  CAREY  Willis 
Marg  CAREY 

Heather  CARLYLE  Laidlaw 
Mary  E.  CARMICHAEL  Love 
Joan  CARRUTHERS  Mather 
Hilary  CARTER  Alto 
Suzanne  CHESTER  Loewen 
Marjorie  CHISHOLM  Johnston 
Margaret  CLAY 
Margaret  CLAYIX)N  Norquay 
Shirley  CLAYDON  Slocombe 
Frances  CODE  Hall 
Anne  COLYER  Maier 
Nancy  COMPLIN  Chance 
Jennifer  COOPER  Kermack 
Carole  Ann  CORY  Baron 
Beth  COULTER  Davis 
Sheila  COUPAR  White 
Moira  COUTTS  Drummond 
Judith  COWIE  Uphold 
Jennifer  COX  Mowat 
Loma  CRAIG  Johnson 
Deb  DAVIDSON 
Norma  DAVIDSON  Ferguson 
Dora  DEMPSTER 
Elspeth  DEMPSTER  Paulin 
Cecily  DENISON  Stevenson 
Roseamund  DEVENISH  Campbell 
Brenda  DOUGALL  Merriman 
Carolyn  DOWLER  Graham 
Elizabeth  DOWLER  Redmond 
Diana  DUNCAN  Young 
Eloise  EDMOND  Hunt 


Diana  ELLWOOD  Marley-Clarke 
Jane  EVANS 

Jocelyn  FISHER  Wardrope 
Eleanor  FLETT  Nelson 
Nancy  FLINTOFT  Meronek 
Betty  FOSTER  Johannsson 
Betty  FOSTER  Wilcox 
Frances  FOSTER  Harris 
Jolly  FRASER 

Diane  GARDNER  Henderson 
Pam  CARTON  Maclver 
Elizabeth  GEMMILL  Yarnell 
Virginia  GEORGE  Shaw 
Pat  GIBSON 

Patti  GLADSTONE  Everett 
Margaret  GLOVER  Sukava 
Patricia  GLOVER  Bovey 
Elaine  COLUMBIA  Stitz 
Beth  GOURLEY 
AlHson  GRANT  Chown 
Barbara  GRIFFIN  Gooderham 
Jane  GRIMBLE  Philips 
Susan  GUEST  Curry 
Cecily  Ann  GUNN  Egan 
Barbara  HALLS  Cannell 
Jean  HAMILTON  Young 
Barbara  HAMON  Aldous 
Isabelle  HAMON  Proctor 
Carla  HANSEN  Castelane 
Caroline  HARRIS  Andrews 
Julia  Ann  HARRIS  Mclnnes 
Mary  HARRIS  Campbell 
Polly  HARRIS  Riley 
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Emily  HAYES  Marshall 
Elizabeth  HICKMAN  Yakmission 
Aynsley  HINCHLIFFE 
Betty  HOLDEN  Buggey 
Suzanne  HOLLAND  Lount 
Brenda  HOW  AT 
Eileen  HUGHES  Munro 
Alixe  HUNT  Harbottle 
Catherine  HUNT  Johnson 
Arleigh  HUTCHINSON  Laird 
Elizabeth  IRISH  Graham 
Elizabeth  JOHNSON  Aitken 
Rosalind  JOHNSON  Robertson 
Joyce  JOHNSTON  Irvine 
Marjorie  KEHM  Fox 
Kathy  KILGOUR  England 
Margaret  KILLICK  Ramsay 
Margaret  KIRBY  Harwood 
Maureen  KNIGHT  Charron 
June  KOBAR  Berg 
Leslie  KRAFT 
Ditte  LANSKY  Cloutier 
Peggy  LAWSON 
Barbara  LEACH 
Linda  LEACH  Radcliffe 
Mary  Doris  LEROY  Ramore 
Katharine  LINCOLN  Kendall 
Zivia  LINDER 
Mary  Lile  LOVE  Benham 
Marjorie  LUSH  Eckert 
Shirley  LUSH 

Gail  MacDONALD  Konantz 

Ainslie  MacFARLANE 

Mary  MACHRAY  Carey 

Ruth  MACHRAY  Arnold 

Betty  MacKAY  Martin 

Mary  MacKAY  Roblin 

Karen  MacKENZIE 

Dossie  MacLEAN  Harrison 

Joan  MALAHER  WiUiams 

Deirdre  MALONE 

Shirley  MANNESS  Cole 

Shirley  MARTIN  Good 

Marilyn  MAY  Burt 

Marie  McCRIMMON  Baxter 

Joy  McDIARMID 

Betty  McDonald  Armytage 

Lorena  McDONALD  Fair 

Nicki  McGIBBON  Douglas 

Mary  McGIVERIN  Daniher 

Colleen  McGUINESS 

Elizabeth  McHATTIE  Kerr 

Mary  McINNIS  Cunningham 

Marjorie  McINTYRE  Rich 

Winnifred  Ruth  McINTYRE  Davies 

Beverley  McLEOD  Mazur 

Nora  McLEOD  Abbott 

Shanly  McMURRAY  Donahue 


Catherine  McNAIR  Henry 

Jocelyn  McWILLIAMS  Lemon 

Rosemary  McWILLIAMS  Bracken 

Nancy  MERMAGEN  McGowan 

Linda  MILLER  Martin 

Wannie  MITTEN 

Nancy  MONTAGUE  Moncrieff 

Irene  MONTGOMERY  Cox 

Mary  MOORHOUSE  Moore 

Gertrude  MORE  Vogan 

Anne  MORTON 

Betty  MORTON  Christian 

Judy  MUNRO  Jessiman 

Kathleen  MURPHY  Graham 

Peggy  MURRAY  Gage 

Marlene  MUSGROVE  Lansdown 

Peggy  MUSGROVE  Danard 

Carole  Ann  MYERS 

Elizabeth  NEAL  Tisdale 

Louise  NEBBS 

Betty  NEWCOMBE  Hill 

Elizabeth  NORQUAY  Aylen 

Mary  NORTHWOOD  Bonnycastle 

Evangeline  NOTON  Simkins 

Anne  PARKHILL  King 

Lois  PARKHILL  MacKenzie 

Patricia  PARRISH  Lee 

Barbara  PATERSON  Tarr 

D.S.  PATERSON 

Lesley  PATERSON  Sanderson 

Christine  PENTLAND  Schlemm 

Barbara  PEPLER  Burchell 

Trish  PERRSE  Craig 

Jocelyn  PFEIFER 

Diana  PHIPPS  Kramer 

Donna  PLANT  Macaw 

Carol  PREMACHUK 

Gladys  PRITCHARD  Campbell 

Margaret  PUGH 

Mary  RAIT  McKenty 

Gwen  RAMSAY  Smith 

Priscilla  RAYNER  Veitch 

Trish  REEVE  Rathwell 

Agnes  RICHARDSON  Benidickson 

Karen  RICHARDSON  Somers 

Kathleen  M.  RICHARDSON 

Jean  RILEY  Senft 

Suzanne  RILEY 

Audrey  ROBB  Baker 

Catherine  ROBERTSON  Graham 

Roberta  ROBERTSON  Panasiuk 

Eve  ROGERS  Auer 

Shiriey  ROOPER  Richardson 

Jennifer  ROSE  Weitzel 

Mary  Jean  ROSS  Connacher 

Nancy  RUSSELL  Leblond 

Signe  SAL2BERG 

Gerry  SCOTT  Wilson 


Elsie  SHANDRO  Smith 

Anne  SHAW  Hudson 

Barbara  SHERMAN  Cantlie 

Lisa  SHORE  Nuttal 

Deanna  SILVESTER 

Ruth  SIMONDS  Smith 

Donna  SMALE  Pim 

Donna  SMITH  Plant 

Garrity  SMITH  Nordenlund 

Genevieve  SMITH  Murdoch 

Kirby  SMITH  Poscente 

Patricia  SMITH  Powell 

Susan  SMITH  Fieldsmith 

Marjorie  SPENCE 

Diane  STACK  Scott 

D.  STANLEY-HARRIS  Korol 

Joan  STEPHENS  Patterson 

Ann  STEPHENSON  Speirs 

Donna  STEPHENSON  Johnston 

Elsie  STEWART  Murray 

Signy  STEWART 

Leslie  STOVEL  Sprange 

Avis  STRANG  Stringer 

Sheila  STRANG 

Joanne  SUTHERLAND 

Shirley  SWAIL  Parker 

Agnes  SWALWELL  Anderson 

Nancy  SYM  Hawrysh 

Fumi  TAMAMORI 

Barbara  TARR  Kendel 

Isobel  TAYLOR  Attrell 

Ruth  TAYLOR  Robson 

Dulcie  Ann  THOMPSON  Nesbitt 

MaryTOMKINS  Lobb 

Betty  TRIMMER 

Mary  TUCKER  Park  Taylor 

Virginia  TUCKER  Robinson 

Audrey  VAN  SLYCK  Murray 

Jane  WALLACE  Osteriand 

Catherine  WALTON  Horn 

Elizabeth  WEATHERILL  Smith 

Margery  WEISS 

Maryon  WEISS 

Teddi  WHEELER  Sweatman 

Marcia  WIENS  Paci 

Laurel  WILLIS  Fines 

Janet  WILSON  McDonald 

Margaret  WINSTANLEY  Devlin 

Mary  WISWELL  Hansen 

Margery  WOOD  Gemmill 

Jean  WOODMAN  Eraser 

Patsy  Anne  WRIGHT 

Donna  YOUNG  Robertson 

Elspeth  YOUNG  Nickerson 

Leona  YOUNG  Riess 
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Delightful  Door  Designs 


FOUNDED  IN  1901 


Balmoral  Hall  School 

630  Westminster  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3C  3S1 


